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 Une somme humaine

A HUMAN 
SUM
The heroine's voice comes to us from beyond the grave. 
It is the voice of one woman and of all women. She tells 
us about a stolen childhood, a shattered life and destiny. 
Having grown up in a village where rumor and slander 
reign, she escapes to Paris in the hopes of leading a life 
free of the ghosts of the past. There she meets a man who 
has fled the war in Mali, before finally suffering the ordeal 
of abandonment and sinking into irreversible wandering. 
In A Human Sum, Makenzy Orcel takes us into the poetic 
underbelly of the world.

Rivages | 9782743657147 | 2022 | 624 pages | 14 x 20,5 cm | 22.00 €

 Homo migrans :  
De la sortie d'Afrique  
au Grand confinement

HOMO 
MIGRANS
FROM LEAVING AFRICA  
TO THE GREAT LOCKDOWN
A history over 2 million years, from the Paleolithic to today, 
of the major waves of human migration that contributed to 
the mixing of peoples on our planet. Following the traces left 
by man on the hypothetical routes of presumed invasion, 
Jean-Paul Demoule leads the investigation, eliminating 
numerous preconceived ideas along the way. A scathing 
essay in a time in which it seems more necessary than ever 
to proclaim loud and clear that, since the dawn of humanity, 
we have always been migrants.

Payot | 9782228930260 | 2022 | 432 pages | 15,5 x 23,5 cm | 23.00 €

Humanities & Essays

Jean-Paul Demoule

A global history of migration 
from the Paleolithic  
to the present day to realize 
that we have always  
been migrants.

Literature & Fiction

Makenzy Orcel

Through the voice  
of a woman revisiting  
her own past, Makenzy Orcel 
explores the workings of 
female alienation, couples, 
and families with great 
clairvoyance.
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 Comme une grande

LIKE  
A BIG GIRL
Marie is at her first job interview. This is it: she’s a big girl 
now. And yet, every question the recruiter asks stirs memo-
ries from her childhood or adolescence. Through the book’s 
short and dynamic scenes, readers sail through Marie’s life 
from the age of 10 to the end of high school: her parents’ 
divorce, the end of a friendship, an all-consuming first 
love, dreams of being a movie star, and more. Everything 
we experience contributes to making us who we are, so in 
a sense, our childhood is never truly over. High-spirited, 
funny, and touching, this universal graphic novel will make 
readers smile.

Rivages | 9782743655709 | 2022 | 96 pages | 19,5 x 26,0 cm | 17.00 €

 L'Inventeur

THE 
INVENTOR
The machine that Mouchot built, nicknamed Octave,  
attracted Napoleon III’s attention. Later, at the 1878 
Universal Exhibition in Paris, it was able, among other 
extraordinary achievements, to produce a block of ice 
using solar power alone, for the first time in history. But 
the advent of the coal age soon brought down Mouchot’s 
aspirations, which were deemed to be too costly. After all 
sorts of adventures, he made one last attempt to revive 
interest in his invention by “making the desert bloom” 
under the Algerian sun.

Rivages | 9782743657031 | 2022 | 208 pages | 14 x 20,5 | 19.50 €

Literature & Fiction

Miguel Bonnefoy

The extraordinary life  
of Augustin Mouchot,  
a locksmith’s son and  
an obscure math teacher  
who discovered solar energy 
back in the mid-19th century.

Comic Books & Graphic Novels

Maëlle Réat

A lot happens between  
the ages of 10 and 20!  
From laughter to heartbreak 
and questioning to dreams 
of success, Marie grows up 
under Maëlle Réat’s sensitive 
and incisive pen.
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 Pourquoi sommes-nous capitalistes 
(malgré nous) ?

WHY ARE WE 
CAPITALISTS 
(DESPITE OUR BEST 
INTENTIONS)?
Neither brainwashing nor coercion by force, not even 
culture or a simple economic organization: capitalism is 
all of these things at once. It comes into our lives through 
a series of mechanisms by which economic activity is 
learned, legitimized, and finally (re)produced. All of these 
little attachments, these little enrollments, form a mesh 
so tight that it is difficult to get out of it. So every day we act 
in accordance with its principles. We often adhere fully to 
them, even when they go against our own convictions. We 
do not do so because we are made that way, we are made 
that way because we do so. So we are not born capitalists, 
we become them - whether we like it or not.

Payot | 9782228929714 | 2022 | 384 pages | 14 x 20,5 cm | 21.50 €

Humanities & Essays

Denis Colombi

Why do we play the game  
(of capitalism)?  
Welcome to the creation  
of homo oeconomicus.
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