
Bureau International de l’Édition Française
115, bd Saint-Germain - 75006 Paris, France
t. +33 (0)1 44 41 13 13 - f. +33 (0)1 46 34 63 83
info@bief.org - www.bief.org

Tr
an

sl
at

ed
 b

y:
 A

nn
a
 H

ow
el

l

WORLD BOOK FAIRS 2022 50 PUBLISHERS' CATALOGS 

New rights deals are negotiated every day. To keep abreast of these developments, we recommend that you contact the publisher.  

20
22

* WORLD BOOK FAIRS 2022 • SEMESTER 1  
     NEW DELHI • SEOUL • TAIPEI • WARSAW

 

Éditions Verdier

http://www.athoms.fr


WORLD BOOK FAIRS 2022 50 PUBLISHERS' CATALOGS 

editions-verdier.fr  FOREIGN RIGHTS Mathilde Azzopardi : mathilde.azzopardi@editions-verdier.fr | EXPORT Colette Olive : colette.olive@editions-verdier.fr

Éditions Verdier

  Algiers, rue des Bananiers

  Before I Forget

  Henri Bergson, Nobel Prize in Literature

  The Day the Desert Entered the City

  Who Discovered What?

http://editions-verdier.fr


  WORLD BOOK FAIRS 2022 50 PUBLISHERS' CATALOGS 

Éditions Verdier

  3  4  5   

 Alger, rue des Bananiers

ALGIERS, 
RUE DES 
BANANIERS
“As fate would have it, I was born on a bit of land whose his-
tory fits between two dates: 1830-1962. Like a body, French 
Algeria was born, lived, and died.” By retracing the course 
of a family’s history over 4 generations, Commengé subtly 
blends the memory of childhood and the history of French 
Algeria. As close as possible to the spirit of the places, she 
manages to give singular depth to the story of this episode 
from the past that is still so present.

9782378560836 | 2020 | 128 pages | 14 x 22 cm | 14.00 €

 Avant que j'oublie

BEFORE  
I FORGET
On one hand, there’s the violent and alcoholic one-legged 
colossus. On the other, the self-taught reader of Oriental 
spirituality with a frustrated artistic sensibility. When her 
father Janus dies, the daughter starts to go through his 
house, an unbelievable mess, a cave worthy of Ali Baba, 
which becomes an infinite network of signs and memories. 
One day, a letter arrives that tells her the whole truth about 
this beloved father whom, despite the social distance, she 
so closely resembles.

9782378560294 | 2019 | 144 pages | 14 x 22 cm | 14.00 €

Literature & Fiction

Anne Pauly

“My corpse, my one-legged 
thug, my misanthropic king, 
my old carcass of a father…”

Literature & Fiction

Béatrice Commengé

Through the destiny of one 
family, this radiant story, free 
of nostalgia, covers 132 years 
of conquest and colonization.
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 Henri Bergson, Prix Nobel de littérature

HENRI 
BERGSON, 
NOBEL PRIZE  
IN LITERATURE
With remarkable consistency, although rarely brought 
up, Bergson advocated for the invention of a new mode of 
expression in philosophy which, without disowning ordinary 
language, would work to make it function differently. The 
philosopher, he wrote, must work “in the same direction 
as art.” Taking this resolution seriously is to decide to see 
in philosophy a literary genre among others, which makes 
space for images and fiction that should not be called 
anecdotal.

9782378561215 | 2021 | 320 pages | 14 x 22 cm | 19.50 €

 Le jour où le désert  
est entré dans la ville

THE DAY 
THE DESERT 
ENTERED T 
HE CITY
One decides to refuse the racket of the world; the other uri-
nates to put out the fire in town; one is theoretically running 
away, but maybe dreamt it; another lives in an abandoned 
building and eats garbage. Each one – unless they’re all the 
same person – seems to live in exile, between childhood 
and adulthood, unable to communicate with other beings, 
and calls upon an exacerbated perception of images, 
sounds, and smells to try to escape a ghost-like future.

9782378560454 | 2020 | 128 pages | 14 x 22 cm | 14.50 €

Literature & Fiction

Guka Han

Magical realism invites itself 
into this book, in which  
the author offers a range  
of states of internal hesitation 
in 8 short stories.

Humanities & Essays

Bruno Clément

This book invites us  
to discover a new way  
of teaching philosophy,  
and not just that of Bergson.
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 Qui a fait le tour de quoi ? :  
L'affaire Magellan

WHO 
DISCOVERED 
WHAT?
THE MAGELLAN FILE
“Who Discovered What?” uses different styles – a detective 
investigation, an exploration story, or a scholarly conference 
presentation – to show the reader a new Magellan. The 
Malayan world regains part of its identity. We discover 
a dense, vibrant, and complex world that didn’t wait for 
Europeans to experience its first globalization.

9782378560553 | 2020 | 144 pages | 14 x 22 cm | 14.50 €

Literature & Fiction

Romain Bertrand

Bertrand invites us  
to reopen the Magellan file 
and demonstrates that  
the Portuguese explorer 
played a less decisive role 
than History taught us.
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