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CNRS Éditions

  Black Holes and Quasars

  Nature with the Naked Eye

  The Internet

  The Pangolin's Smile

  The Taboo of Incest across Societies
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 Trous noirs et quasars

BLACK 
HOLES AND 
QUASARS
Supermassive black holes play a major role in the dynamics 
of galaxies. How are these black holes fed? What material 
do they spit out? What are the consequences of this on the 
formation of stars within the relevant galaxy? What can we 
learn from observing quasars: galactic nucleuses whose 
central supermassive black hole is highly active, emitting 
light that is a thousand times stronger than all the stars in 
that galaxy put together? A fascinating journey to the heart 
of our cosmos.

9782271135902 | 2021 | 64 pages |  12 x 18 cm | 8.00 €

 La nature à l'œil nu

NATURE  
WITH THE 
NAKED EYE
Populations that are in direct contact with nature see little 
point in naming it. This is unlike Westerners, of whom the 
majority are urban, who need a word to designate it. But 
when we say “nature,” what are we talking about? An-
ne-Caroline Prévot investigates our multiple relationships 
with nature and proposes to reconnect us to it, by all 
possible means, even if it means mobilizing science fiction 
to imagine and ultimately build desirable futures for all.

9782271136978 | 2021 | 160 pages |  17 x 21 cm | 19.00 €

Science & Technology

Anne-Caroline Prévot

Let's experience nature:  
a book to rebuild and repair 
social ties through attention 
to the environment.

Science & Technology

Françoise Combes

The most amazing celestial 
objects in the universe 
deciphered by a pioneer  
in the study of the cosmos.
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 Internet : Une infographie

THE 
INTERNET
A COMPUTER GRAPHICS BOOK
Dive into the world of the Internet, discovering its history, 
technology, main players, excesses, and promises. From 
the mapping of submarine cables across the globe to the 
disturbing invasion of connected objects or the activism of 
leaders on social networks, this book outlines the contours 
of the web around the planet and reviews how the Internet 
is fundamentally changing the daily life of its 5 billion users 
and their relationship with the world.

9782271139016 | 2021 | 112 pages |  21 x 24 cm | 24.00 €

 Le sourire du pangolin :  
ou comment mesurer la puissance  
de la biodiversité

THE 
PANGOLIN'S 
SMILE
THE USEFULNESS OF BIODIVERSITY
Can animals smile? Of course, or more exactly... it is 
because we are animals ourselves that we can do so! 
This inversion of roles is indicative of our relationship with 
biodiversity. We claim to dominate it. In reality, we misun-
derstand it, mistreat it (although we depend on it), and put 
ourselves in danger. Philippe Grandcolas calls for a deeper 
understanding of biodiversity in order to better respect it, 
at the dawn of a global extinction crisis.

9782271135674 | 2021 | 224 pages |  14 x 20,5 cm | 19.00 €

Science & Technology

Philippe Grandcolas

Understanding  
and respecting biodiversity  
is imperative for the future  
of human societies.

Humanities & Essays

Tristan Mendès France
Quintin Leeds

This impressive computer 
graphics book reflects the 
major challenges of our time: 
those of an ultra-connected 
world.
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 L'interdit de l'inceste  
à travers les sociétés

THE TABOO OF 
INCEST ACROSS 
SOCIETIES
What is incest? Is it universally prohibited? What role does it 
play in kinship systems? Does the prohibition of incest mark 
the passage from nature to culture? How can one explain 
the continuing tension between proclaimed prohibition 
and an ongoing and pervasive incestuous practice? Here, 
the author clearly, concisely, and persuasively applies the 
teachings of anthropology to these questions.

9782271138798 | 2021 | 128 pages |  14 x 20,5 cm | 15.00 €

Humanities & Essays

Maurice Godelier

Maurice Godelier revisits  
the prohibition of incest  
in history and society, using 
anthropology to understand 
this social reality.
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