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Métailié
Humanities & Essays

Ethnologie de la porte

Humanities & Essays

ETHNOLOGY
OF THE DOOR
From the Magdalenians of Etiolles to the Ishtar Gate of
Babylon, from Greek porticoes to Roman triumphal arches
or the gates to Hell, this essay retraces the construction of
the ideas surrounding the everyday object of the door. In all
of its forms, throughout history and societies, it conjures up
notions of inside and outside, open and closed, and safety
and danger.

RIGHTS SOLD

Pascal Dibie

Pascal Dibie

Published in Arabic
9782864248415 | 2012 | 480 pages | 15,3x24 cm | 22.00 €

Doors are everywhere,
from narrow exits
to monumental gateways.

The different forms of office
life, from the scribe to
the 21st-century employee.
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Ethnologie du bureau

ETHNOLOGY
OF THE OFFICE
After the ethnologies of the bedroom and the door, the
author invites us to take a new look at ourselves through
one of the major commonalities of the work world today:
the office. From the Benedictine monk to the contemporary young executive, from Napoleon’s office society to the
Kafkaesque bureaucrat, from the copyist’s desk to the
digital nomadism of co-working, this book is a journey into
what makes the office and sedentary work the center of
development in our modern societies. An experience over
300 years old, shared on a daily basis by 5 billion people
in the world!
9791022610599 | 2020 | 304 pages | 14x21,5 cm | 21.50 €
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Humanities & Essays

Rire : Une anthropologie du rieur

Literature & Fiction

LAUGHTER

AN ANTHROPOLOGY
OF THE LAUGHING MAN

FIND OUT MORE

9791022608282 | 2018 | 300 pages | 14x21,5 cm | 22.00 €

A look at laughter from
every angle.

PATAGONIA
ROUTE 203
Parker, a mysterious saxophonist, travels the lost roads of
Patagonia, where he meets a whole host of improbable and
rather unfriendly characters with disconcerting methods
of reasoning. Along the way, he’ll confront surprising or
hostile situations and fall in love with a cashier at a funfair.
First novel.

An anthropological study of laughter and its social, emotional, and physical aspects. Inscribed into our personal histories and an integral part of sociability, moments of laughter
represent a kind of hiatus in people’s often stressful daily
lives. From irony to derision and from humor to obscenity,
the author explores laughter in all of its varied forms.

David Le Breton

Patagonie route 203

Eduardo Fernando Varela
A fantastic road trip through
the most inhospitable
and astounding roads
in the Southern hemisphere.
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> "Casa de las Americas" Award 2019
Transfuge Award for Best Novel in Spanish 2020
9791022610605 | 368 pages | 14x21,5 cm | 22.50 €
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Humanities & Essays

Les Enfants d'Achille et de Nike :
Éloge de la course à pied ordinaire

Literature & Fiction

THE CHILDREN
OF ACHILLES
AND NIKE

PRAISE FOR EVERYDAY RUNNING
Martine Segalen
To run is to be modern!

A need for extreme sensations, the desire to surpass oneself, an obsession with body image: running is a popular
and democratic sport that is constantly attracting new
disciples. Running is everywhere! In this visionary book
featuring a new introduction, Martine Segalen, a runner
and ethnologist, describes this new ritual through analysis
of the “historic” races (New York and Paris marathons)
alongside running in traditional societies. In doing so, she
demonstrates that running is a form of freedom that serves
to conquer one’s body, city, and community simultaneously.

Hannelore Cayre
A pitiless approach
to the reality of law
enforcement.

9791022606592 | 280 pages | 14x21,5 cm | 19.00 €

La Daronne

THE
GODMOTHER
When you're a hardworking single woman with a strong
moral compass who's worked all her life to keep her head
above water while raising her kids... When you've served
justice without fail, translating thousands of hours of
phone-tapping under the table... How do you cross that
line? It's simple. You divert a drug trafficker's mountain
of cannabis and you do so with a light heart, without any
feelings of guilt or fear, but rather... you might say... a joyous
detachment. And you become the Godmother.

RIGHTS SOLD
Published in 7 countries:
ANZ-USA-Canada, UK, Germany, Iceland, Spain

FIND OUT MORE
> "Grand Prix de littérature policière" 2017
"Prix Le Point du polar européen" 2017
> Film by Jean-Paul Salomé, featuring Isabelle Huppert
9791022606073 | 2017 | 176 pages | 14x21,5 cm | 17.00 €
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Humanities & Essays

Marcher la vie :
Un art tranquille du bonheur

Literature & Fiction

WALKING
THROUGH LIFE
A CALM ART OF HAPPINESS

David Le Breton
Walking is on the rise
worldwide, diametrically
opposed to the sedentary
lifestyles that prevail
in our societies.

This contemporary passion can hold many meanings
for the same person: a desire to rediscover the world
via the body, break up a monotonous routine, prioritize discovery, suspend the troubles of daily life...
A desire for renewal, adventure, and encounters.
8 years after Walking and 20 years after Praise for Walking,
the author revisits the pleasure and meaning of walking,
and reveals its therapeutic benefits for our fatigued souls
in this technological world.
9791022610728 | 2020 | 168 pages | 12,5x19 cm | 10.00 €

Hannelore Cayre
How to cut off all of t
he branches of a family tree
in order to get an inheritance
without raising suspicions.
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Richesse oblige

WEALTH
OBLIGING
In the 19th century, the wealthy used their fortunes to buy
replacements for their children to keep them from going
to war. Today, they have very rich heirs and unknown descendants that could legally inherit! In 1870, one of the sons
of a great family of industrialists was a generous idealist
and recognized an illegitimate child. In 2016, Blanche,
a non-conformist on crutches, hears about the deaths
striking this unscrupulous family and discovers that she
could very well lay claim to this fortune.

FIND OUT MORE
> Historical Noir Novel Award 2020
9791022610223 | 2020 | 224 pages | 14x21,5 cm | 18.00 €

