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Frontières d'Afrique :
Pour en finir avec un mythe

Humanities & Essays

AFRICA'S
BORDERS

AFTER
PHILOSOPHY

PUTTING AN END
TO A LONGSTANDING MYTH
Michel Foucher
Putting an end
to a longstanding myth

The principle of the intangibility of borders was adopted
by African States in 1964 when the countries gained their
independence. Since then, they have adapted this heritage
that dates from the colonial period. The time has come to
bring an end to the myth of colonial scars. These artificial
lines have truly become African borders. And although
they are still imprecise or a source of insecurity at times,
they function nonetheless as a resource and provide the
interface used by the market networks of today.
9782271133731 | 2020 | 80 pages | 12x17 cm | 6.00 €

Après la philosophie :
Histoire et épistémologie
de la sociologie européenne

THE HISTORY AND EPISTEMOLOGY
OF EUROPEAN SOCIOLOGY
Marc Joly
Together with psychology
and biology, sociology
has assumed the functions
that Kant formerly attributed
to philosophy.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

The intention of this book is to put the final touches on a
vast survey, destined to shed light on both the birth and
the epistemological status of sociology. The goal of this
survey is to identify the existence of a unified sociological
paradigm, beyond the plurality of methods that constitute
sociology as we know it (statistics, ethnography, analysis of
long-term processes, etc.).
9782271131935 | 2020 | 568 pages | 15x23 cm | 27.00 €
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Essai de métaphysique animale :
Un même élan

Humanities & Essays

AN ESSAY
ON ANIMAL
METAPHYSICS

BEYOND
UNIVERSAL
HISTORIES

A SAME SPIRIT
Charles-Martin Fréville
Rethinking the relationship
between man and animals,
in order to go beyond the
profound rupture that exists
between human and
non-human animals.

Recognizing that man and animals belong to the same
physical community (bodily condition) is only one side of
the metaphysical (human specificities of articulated language, reflective consciousness) exclusion of animals. By
comparing ethological discoveries and the cultural representations of animals, this essay on animal metaphysics
invites us to rethink the concept of animal life, by taking the
side of animals and doing away with the anthropocentrism
that is the foundation of animal suffering.
9782271119858 | 2020 | 330 pages | 15x23 cm | 23.00 €

Faut-il universaliser l'histoire ? :
Entre dérives nationalistes
et identitaires

Sanjay Subrahmanya
The great promoter
of connected history warns
us of the dangers of history
becoming an exercise i
n national self-righteousness
and self-satisfaction.

BETWEEN THE SIRENS
OF NATIONALISM AND
IDENTITY POLITICS

It is futile to rebuild Universal History, when "universalism"
itself is called into question: most "Universal Histories"
were based on deliberate selection and exclusion. Instead, Sanjay Subrahmanyam pleads for a conversation
between people in different locations, with an openness to
a variety of cultural sources. This "Conversational History"
or "Connected History" provides a better model than the
ones that are born from a desire to reclaim one's cultural
identity, or from national self-satisfaction.
9782271125101 | 2020 | 144 pages | 14x20,5 cm | 15.00 €

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

WORLD BOOK FAIRS 2021 45 PUBLISHERS' CATALOGS

CNRS éditions
Humanities & Essays

Carthage : Histoire et archéologie
d’une métropole méditerranéenne
814 avant J.-C. – 1270 après J.-C.

Humanities & Essays

CARTHAGE

THE HISTORY AND ARCHEOLOGY OF
A MEDITERRANEAN METROPOLIS
814 BC - 1270 AD

Samir Aounallah
One of the great ancient
cities, one of Rome's most
legendary rivals.

The destruction of Carthage by the Romans in 146 BC did
not prevent half-ruined houses from being rebuilt a century
later, and commerce from flourishing again. Founded by
the Phoenicians in 814 and razed by the Hafsid rulers
after Louis IX of France briefly conquered it in 1270, it was,
undoubtedly, prodigiously wealthy, rival of Rome, capital of
Africa, equal of Alexandria or Antioch. Today its vestiges,
though covered by the parts of greater Tunis, still seem
to reflect the aura of the ancient metropolis. The most
informative and complete overview to date of this gem of
our world's heritage, it embraces the legend of the city's
foundation by a woman, Élissa, and retraces its history until
the Vandal and Byzantine periods.

Nina Valbousquet
Essential reading as
the Vatican prepares to open
the Holocaust-era archives
of Pius XII.

9782271134714 | 2020 | 240 pages | 17x23 cm | 29.00 €
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Catholique et antisémite

CATHOLIC AND
ANTI-SEMITIC
A plunge into the circles of Catholic fundamentalism,
clerical fascism, and the nationalist far right of the interwar
period, a gallery of portraits is presented here: from French
Action militants to Romanian nationalists, including the
exiled Russian anti-communists scattered between New
York, London, Copenhagen, Rome, and Berlin. Far from
being limited to anti-Jewish Christian traditions, the anti-Semitism of these Catholic circles is a combination of
anti-liberalism, anti-Zionism, anti-communist crusades,
and outright racism.
9782271116956 | 2020 | 326 pages | 15x23 cm | 25.00 €
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La Terre

EARTH WITH
THE NAKED EYE

Humanities & Essays

FIGHTING,
SAVING,HEALING

Co-written by 4 geologists, Earth with the Naked Eye invites
us to observe the Earth through images. With this book, the
secrets of our planet’s geological phenomena and its composition are revealed to the reader. Topics covered include
seismic activity that gives rise to faults in the Earth’s crust
and the resulting tectonic shocks as the Earth’s plates
collide; volcanic activity that brings rocks from deep within
the Earth up to its surface; and continental drift.

0
Donatien Mary
What do we really know
about the history of
our planet, and the true
nature of its depths?

9782271124326 | 2019 | 180 pages | 17x21 cm | 18.00 €

Combattre, sauver, soigner :
Une histoire de fourmis

A HISTORY OF ANTS

Erik T. Frank
Camille Lavoix
The story and discoveries
of a young biologist
who observed ants in the
savannah of the Ivory Coast.
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Erik Frank spent hours lying flat, observing ants deep within the Comoé National Park of the Ivory Coast, a country
wracked by civil war since 2003. The organisation of the
Matabele ants, sometimes warriors, sometimes doctors,
filled him with wonder, as did the resistance and courage of
termites. What fascinated him the most was how efficiently
the ants cared for and treated their own kind. Could the
ants’ secret methods be the beginning of a new generation
of antibiotics?
9782271123132 | 2020 | 200 pages | 14x22 cm | 17.00 €
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L'or vert : Quand les plantes
inspirent l'environnement

Humanities & Essays

GREEN GOLD

INTERSOCIAL
RELATIONS

WHEN PLANTS INSPIRE THE
ENVIRONMENT

Agnès Guillot
Jean-Arcady Meyer
Plants have neither
a brain nor muscles, and
are unable to move. And yet…

This illustrated book highlights innovations in fields such
as industry, medicine, architecture, design, robotics, and
computer science. In it we learn how plants have contributed to the creation of high-performance adhesives; to
fighting bed bugs; to waterproofing and water storage;
to harnessing solar or wind energy; to recycling CO2; to
protecting vaccines from heat; to ventilating buildings;
to designing robots without "muscles" or “brains”, and
soon, in the not-so-distant future, to creating a vegetal
computer.
9782271126191 | 2020 | 224 pages | 16x21 cm | 23.00 €

Inter-socialités :
Le monde n'est plus géo-politique

THE WORLD IS NO LONGER
GEOPOLITICAL
Bertrand Badie
International relations
must adapt.

New international conflicts are dominated by social suffering, such as poverty, pollution, food scarcity, communal
rivalries, and devastating epidemics. The tougher stance
taken towards social issues is not limited to popular
movements. Behind the scenes lurk media outlets, social
networks, whistleblowers, as well as promoters of “fake”
news and hackers, who put their skills to work for private
entities, who can shape international relations as they
please. International relations have become inter-social
relations. This analysis leads to a new understanding of
the world, of its high stakes and conflicts. It underscores
the urgent need for new diplomacies.
9782271134806 | 2020 | 232 pages | 14x22 cm | 20.00 €
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L'occultisme nazi :
entre la SS et l'ésotérisme

Science & technology, Medicine

NAZI OCCULTISM:
BETWEEN THE SS
AND ESOTERISM
0
The "Thule Society"
is indeed a fantasy.

The Morning of the Magicians gave birth to the idea that
the "Thule society" was the secret core of Nazism. The
influence of this group is, however, nothing more than
fantasy and myth. The author gives an overview of this
speculative construction, its origins and practices that
succeeded in forming a kind of radical and demonic
counter-culture that associated esotericism and fascination for Nazism and the SS. He also provides portraits
of some of the authors who contributed to its success :
the Italian esotericist Julius Evola, the virtually unknown
Chilean neo-nazi Jacques-Marie de Mahieu, and the
writer Jean-Paul Bourre.

Sapiens

SAPIENS
How do you give substance to the mind and its perception
of the world in order for it to lead its own existence? By
plunging us into prehistoric times and then projecting us
into the mind of a man in that period, the author answers
these questions, often with humor, as well as an approach
that could be considered psychoanalytical. In this way, we
have a better understanding of the place homo sapiens
holds in the family tree of hominids.

RIGHTS SOLD
Rights sold in simplified Chinese

François Bon
Aurore Callias
Why has this hominid
survived until today when all
the others gradually died out?

9782271131355 | 2020 | 232 pages | 15x23 cm | 24.00 €
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9782271124197 | 2019 | 168 pages | 17x21 cm | 18.00 €
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Le sommeil

SLEEP
Sleep appears in our world at regular intervals and forces
itself into our lives. It provides rest, and doing without it
can cause problems. Regulated by an internal clock, tuned
to the rotation of the Earth, it adapts as required. Today
we know more about sleep, but we are still looking for its
primary function, which is without doubt common to all
species. From dreams to the ideal sleep cycle, here is an
inventory of what we know about the subject, including how
non-mammals sleep.

How has sleep and its cortege
of dreams been viewed
and interpreted by different
cultures throughout history?

THE INVENTION
OF RELIGIONS
For nearly 30 years, a scientific revolution has taken place
in the religious studies of several North American and
British universities--and the results are considerable,
forcing us to consider new ways of approaching this
academic field. While the History of Religions tended to
rely on the guardianship of past authorities, this modern
current has critically re-examined the discipline's a priori
positions, its favourite arguments, its long history within
European Christian culture, and its numerous ethnocentric
prejudices.

NO RIGHTS SOLD

9782271130662 | 2020 | 176 pages | 17x21 cm | 18.00 €

Muriel Florin
Julie Légaré

L'invention des religions

Humanities & Essays

Daniel Dubuisson
Deconstructing the
pseudoscientific circular
arguments that try to explain
religion through religion.

RIGHTS SOLD
Published in English

FIND OUT MORE
> The 2020 Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion
in the category of Analytical-Descriptive Studies
9782271124289 | 2020 | 240 pages | 15x23 cm | 24.00 €
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Sylvain Chaty
Lili des Bellons
Space has always fascinated
us. Who hasn't dreamed
of setting foot on the Moon?
On Mars? Or colonizing
a distant planet?

La colonisation de l'espace

THE
COLONIZATION
OF SPACE
In this book, Sylvain Chaty reviews the major stages of
space exploration and analyzes the different hypotheses
regarding extraterrestrial life. He also examines the possibilities of human colonization on other planets. The reader
is taken on an exciting adventure – and without having to
endure the risks and dangers of real-life deep space travel!

Humanities & Essays

Richard Rechtman

9782271126276 | 2020 | 178 pages | 17x21 cm | 0.00 €

La vie ordinaire des génocidaires

THE ORDINARY
LIVES OF GENOCIDE
PERPETRATORS
Ideologies do not kill, men do. And they go about their killing
just as simply as others go about getting to work each day.
Richard Rechtman intrudes into the ordinary lives of the
individuals who carry out genocide and probes the ways
in which they focus on the task of executing dozens - if
not hundreds - of individuals. The author shows that it is
not the killing that preoccupies them, but the meticulous
preparation of their crimes, which allow them to kill the
greatest number by the most efficient means possible.

RIGHTS SOLD
Showing how executing
people makes up the day-today life of anonymous killers.
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World English rights sold
9782271095077 | 2020 | 256 pages | 15x20,5 cm | 19.00 €
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Le pouvoir des liens faibles

THE POWER
OF WEAK TIES

Humanities & Essays

Widely misunderstood by those who engage in ethical
and political reflection, “weak ties” nevertheless lie at the
heart of contemporary forms of attachment and attention
to others: in social networks, in the cultural sphere, in our
relationship to urban spaces and the environment, as well
as in the common democratic space.
9782271126221 | 0 | 384 pages | 15x23 cm | 25.00 €

Alexandre Gefen
Sandra Laugier
A history of the origins
of the concept of "weak ties."

Michel Foucher
How should we interpret
the return of borders?
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Le retour des frontières

THE RETURN
OF BORDERS
The return of borders, both in reality and in terms of
people’s awareness of them, is good news – as long as
we interpret and use them with good judgement. They had
never truly disappeared, except on the maps in travellers’
minds. A border is not an abstract line, but rather an institution, and crossing it easily does not nullify it. Abolishing
borders makes Nation-States disappear. A world without
borders is a barbaric one, and the horror of Daesh (ISIS)
was a timely reminder of that.
9782271133489 | 2020 | 64 pages | 12x17 cm | 6.00 €
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La question du sujet :
Descartes et Wittgenstein

Humanities & Essays

DESCARTES AND WITTGENSTEIN

THE TINY LIVES
OF EDOUARD
CHATTON

To make these 2 traditionally opposed philosophers grant
the same attention to the specific vocabulary of subjectivity,
which is neither a "something" nor a "nothing," is no small
task. The thought experiments proposed by Wittgenstein,
concerning a phenomenon that does not involve one's own
body (the possibility of experiencing pain in someone else's
body), are confronted with the analyses of a Cartesian Self,
the metaphysical Self, a subject without a physical body as
a point of reference.

Fascinating and beautiful, protists are so tiny that we
don't even see them. A century ago, a brilliant researcher
studied them: Édouard Chatton. He unraveled their
intimate secrets, bringing to light visionary concepts that
provided frameworks and skillful designs for contemporary
biology. Original, colorful, both marvelously beautiful and
scientifically accurate, here are the drawings of these
infinitesimal worlds of which Édouard Chatton was the
fabulous explorer.

THE SUBJECT
IN QUESTION
Pascale Gillot
Is it possible, by confronting
the opposing views of
Descartes and Wittgenstein,
to renew the question
of Subjective Identity?

Les vies minuscules d'Edouard Chatton

9782271119834 | 2020 | 208 pages | 15x23 cm | 25.00 €

Catherine Jessus
Vincent Laudet
78 drawings
and 70 illustrations.
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9782271134035 | 2020 | 288 pages | 21x24 cm | 29.00 €

