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“I believe there is no reason not to make a good film out of a book  
I loved. Similarly, it’s also possible to make a great movie out  
of a terrible book. But I’m convinced that it’s the book that should  
form the basis for the film, even if it does not faithfully stick to it.  
In general, it is a much better basis than an original fifteen page 
scenario.”
Michel Audiard, 1983

In France, publishers tend to negotiate the audiovisual rights on behalf 
of the authors they represent. For authors, this widespread practice  
has the advantage of a single body that negotiates the subsidiary rights 
for their works (adaptations for radio, theatre, etc) as well as sound 
advice on the scope of rights, guarantees associated with adapted works, 
the duration of the rights sold and payment.

Created in 1960, the French Language Publishers’ Association (SCELF) 
brings together the publishers who manage their authors’ subsidiary 
rights.

Two years ago, the SCELF started to catalog the audiovisual use  
(film or television) of books published in France for a database called 
“Source d’Images”. This experimental database already contains  
more than a thousand books and can be consulted on the SCELF  
website on www.scelf.fr or requested by e-mail from: scelf@wanadoo.fr.

Since 2008, the SCELF has also been organizing the AUDIOVISUAL 
RIGHTS MARKET during the Paris Book Fair.
For further information, contact Elise Griffon by email on: mda@scelf.fr.

SCELF
15, rue de Buci
75006 PARIS
Tel. +33 (0)1 53 34 97 13
www.scelf.fr
secretariat@scelf.fr





Every year, BIEF publishes this catalogue to present a selection  
of French works specially chosen for their audiovisual adaptability  
(TV, film, etc.) to producers around the world.
The publishers themselves chose the titles for their intrinsic quality  
and their audiovisual potential. Here, they are presented by a pitch 
followed by a longer paragraph with information about the story/subject 
and setting, and the diffusion of the book. 
You will also find, for each title, the details of the person to contact  
if you would like any further information about audiovisual rights. 

For any information about this catalogue:
Claire Mauguière 
c.mauguiere@bief.org
+ 33 (0)1 44 41 13 02 
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9 Action/War/Adventure

France, 1570. As the religious wars rage on,  
a young Catholic orphan whose parents  
have been massacred is the pupil of  
a Protestant printer, eventually to become  
a bookseller...

Setting
16th century France

Contact
Nouveau Monde Éditions

Yannick Dehée
ydehee@nouveau-monde.net
+33 (0)1 43 54 67 43
www.nouveau-monde.net

A great historical saga.
The Child of Books François Foll



10  Action/War/Adventure
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- « C’est quoi ça ?

- Ma mission...

- Une partition ? Ta mission ? »
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N001

ISBN 978-2-203-00942-4 

Code prix : CA55

In 1941, the German Wehrmacht launched 
Operation Nordlicht (Northern lights): an 
attempt by the Nazis to capture Leningrad 
(now Saint Petersburg). When the venture 
failed, the attack became a siege, probably 
the longest in History: from September  
8th 1941 to January 18th 1944, 900 days! 
1,800,000 people died, but the town never 
surrendered. Major Struggle tells one chapter 
of the story of this siege, highlighting  
the Russians’ heroic resistance against the 
invaders by recounting a seemingly trivial, 
yet highly symbolic event that occurred in 
1942: Stalin’s order to reassemble the city’s 
symphony orchestra for a public performance 
of Shostakovich’s 7th symphony in the 
besieged town, his aim being to fire the 
population’s patriotism. Céka and Boris’s  
title recalls that of the musical masterpiece: 
7th symphony in C major. Stalin’s decision 
may have been a mad gamble but it achieved 
its goal: to create a moment of eternity 
through which the besieged population  
could forget their hardships thanks to music, 
and to proclaim to the whole world that the 
USSR would never give in to Nazi aggression.

The power of music to resist  
the enemy.

Setting
Stalingrad, CIS,  
World War II

Contact
Casterman

Sophie Levie
s.levie@casterman.com
+32 2 209 83 69
www.casterman.com

Major Struggle Céka & Boris



11 Action/War/Adventure

1948. The creation of the Hebrew State,  
with Egyptian bombs endlessly pounding  
on Tel Aviv, is an arduous task. Like David 
against Goliath, Israel has to reply to enemy 
Spitfire fighters using old Mezeks piloted  
by Jewish volunteers from all over the world, 
as well as mercenaries with shady pasts… 
Björn is one of those pilots who risk their 
lives for a few thousand dollars, a payment 
that his fellow combatants – fighting for  
their ideal – find hard to accept.
In the sky, danger can come from behind,  
just like in life… When he has landed, Björn 
can no longer escape the questions: What  
is he looking for in this chaos, apart from 
money? Redemption? Love? Three women, 
each in her own way, help him to find  
some meaning in his life and to assume  
the horrors of the past.
Yann and André Julliard join talents  
to recount the beginning of the Israeli Air 
Force in this true epic which is, above all,  
a powerful and complex love story.
 
Read the first pages on  
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

The past leaves scars, but shame 
is a wound that never heals….

Setting
Israel, 1948

Find out more
Movie and TV references:  
Cast a Giant Shadow  
by Melville Shavelson.

Contact
Le Lombard

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.lelombard.com

Mezek Yann & André Juillard
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1967. Michel Larochelle, secret agent and 
agnostic Jesuit, is recruited by Selassie’s 
government in Ethiopia to secure the original 
tablets of the Ten Commandments. Aware  
of an imminent coup threatening the 
kingdom, Selassie entrusts Larochelle, along 
with his alluring daughter, with the perilous 
task of smuggling the precious artefacts out 
of the country. Honouring his personal adage 
to kill only when necessary, Larochelle keeps 
the tablets intact – while managing to violate 
nearly every law they dictate – on a wild 
romp through the African wilderness pursued 
by all manner of marauding outlaws.

Setting
Ethiopia, Montreal,  
end of the 1960s

Contact
Le Seuil

Joëlle Bouhout
jbouhout@seuil.com
+33 (0)1 41 48 82 75
www.seuil.com

In the turmoil of East Africa  
in the 60s, a Jesuit special agent 
is sent on a mission involving 
sacred Judeo-Christian treasures.

Operation Rimbaud Jacques Godbout



13 Action/War/Adventure
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After making it alone to France, Alam was 
caught in a train station and sent to an 
institution for children. Even in the company 
of other children, he is secretive and seems 
to be wounded in some way. As the pages 
turn, Alam’s story is revealed: that of a little 
Afghan peasant boy, torn between war  
and the opium traffic, his desire to learn and 
intimidation, his admiration for a madcap 
brother and his hopeless love for an all too 
pretty neighbour… A fast-moving, enthralling 
novel that is also surprising.

Alam, a child soldier and the 
victim of adult barbarism, arrives 
in France. He has never learned  
to play or smile.

Setting
Contemporary Afghanistan 
and France

contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

Opium Poppy Hubert Haddad



14  Action/War/Adventure
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Somewhere in the West Bank, an Israeli 
patrol is attacked by a Palestinian commando. 
One Israeli soldier is kidnapped. Wounded,  
in a state of shock, the hostage loses hold  
of reality and forgets everything, even his 
own name. Eventually he is rescued, taken  
in by two Palestinian women, and his wounds 
heal. He becomes Nessim, brother of Falastìn, 
an anorexic Law student; and son of 
Asmahane, the blind widow of an official  
who was shot dead in an ambush. 
This poignant novel is a modern tragedy  
in all its horror and absurdity.

A wounded Israeli soldier passes through the 
looking glass and suffers the daily anguish of 
the inhabitants of the colonized West Bank.

Setting
Contemporary Palestine

Find out more
Renaudot prize, 2009. 
Cinq continents de la 
Francophonie prize, 2008. 
Translated into German 
(Nautilus), Italian  
(Il Maestrale), Spanish 
(Demipage), Portuguese 
(Quetzal), Turkish (Pupa). 
Currently being translated  
into Arabic.

Contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

Palestine Hubert Haddad



15 Action/War/Adventure

This epic tells the story of Amalwin, a 
teenage warrior in Charlemagne’s guard.  
His family has been killed by the Saxons,  
but he soon discovers that he is also one  
of them…

A great medieval epic.
Setting
Medieval Europe

Contact
Nouveau Monde Éditions

Yannick Dehée
ydehee@nouveau-monde.net
+33 (0)1 43 54 67 43
www.nouveau-monde.net

Steel Warriors Claude Merle
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First there’s Yolande, who had her head 
shaved at the Liberation for messing around 
with the occupant. Since then, she stays 
indoors, only peeping at the world through  
a keyhole. Then there’s Bernard, her brother, 
a former railwayman. He’s sacrificed his life 
to Yolande. Now he’s struggling for freedom 
between his sister and the grip of cancer. 
They live next to the A26 Highway building 
site, which has already served as a cemetery 
for young girls who all seem, at some point, 
to have met Bernard...

Somewhere between a thriller and 
a noir novel, Pascal Garnier brings 
us a gripping narrative where life 
is sordid, tough, and brief.

Setting
Contemporary,  
in the country

Contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

The A26 Pascal Garnier

16 Drama/Comedy-drama 
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When Birahima’s mother dies, he leaves  
his native village in Ivory Coast accompanied  
by the sorcerer Yacouba, to search for his 
aunt Mahan. Crossing the border into Liberia, 
they are captured by a rebel force and 
press-ganged into military service. Birahima 
is given a Kalashnikov, scant rations of food 
and plenty of dope. Fighting in a totally 
chaotic civil war alongside many other child 
soldiers, he sees death, torture, amputation 
and madness, but somehow manages to 
retain his own sanity…

Ten-year-old Birahima  
lives in Ivory Coast.  
He is a soldier.
Setting
Contemporary Ivory Coast, 
Liberia

Find out more
Renaudot prize, 2010.

Contact
Le Seuil

Joëlle Bouhout
jbouhout@seuil.com
+33 (0)1 41 48 82 75
www.seuil.com

Allah is Not Obliged Ahmadou Kourouma

17 Drama/Comedy-drama 



18 Drama/Comedy-drama 

English
 

versio
n 

ava
ila

ble

After having lived and worked far from 
home, Rosie decides it’s time to go back to 
Dublin to take care of Min, the old aunt that 
raised her. Leafing through self-improvement 
books, Rosie gets the idea of writing a 
handbook for people over 50. Since the only 
publisher she personally knows is in the 
States, she goes to New York to discuss  
her project. The plot takes a surprising turn 
when Min, temporarily staying in an old 
people’s home, runs away and joins her  
in Manhattan. Soon, an unexpected role 
reversal occurs: the old lady is exhilarated  
by her discovery of America, she makes 
(clandestine) friends, finds an (illegal)  
job and accommodation (in a sublet).  
When Rosie goes back to Ireland alone,  
Min, who has no desire to go back to her 
childhood home, is determined not to give  
up her new life. 

Setting
Contemporary Ireland,  
New York

Find out more
The author, Irish, is well-
known all over the world  
and particularly appreciated  
in the US and the UK. 
Femina prize 2006  
for her previous novel,  
The Story of Chicago May.

Contact
Sabine Wespieser Éditeur

Joschi Guitton
jguitton@swediteur.com
+33 (0)6 88 07 81 38
www.swediteur.com

An action-packed novel, full  
of comical, moving or tragic 
situations. Two women, with very 
different but equally striking 
personalities, cross the Atlantic.

Best Love Rosie Nuala O’Faolain



19 Drama/Comedy-drama 

Charlene Boher’s life changes dramatically  
the day she meets Sarah in high school. 
Charlene is an unhappy, unpopular girl. 
Sarah is quite the opposite, the charismatic 
type. Yet soon they are inseparable – one 
becomes the other’s slave. Perversity seeps 
into the passionate friendship... After four 
hellish years of an alienating relationship 
during which Charlene endures everything 
and anything at the hands of her friend,  
she decides to put an end to the stifling 
situation and finally takes action...

Friends for life. The 
astonishing confession  
of a 19-year-old convicted  
of the murder of her  
best friend.
Setting
Contemporary Paris

Contact
Fayard

Carole Saudejaud
csaudejaud@editions-fayard.fr
+33 (0)1 45 49 82 48
www.editions-fayard.fr

Breathe Anne-Sophie Brasme



20 Drama/Comedy-drama 

In the middle of the 19th century, Arcachon 
Bay was the scene of a memorable struggle 
between a stallion and the men who tried  
to capture him. The animal resisted for more 
than four years. At each attempt to outwit 
him, the horse revealed more intelligence, 
violence and inventiveness. This true story 
lies at the heart of The Capture, a thrilling 
adventure featuring two teenagers from 
different worlds, an aristocrat and an equerry. 

A gripping story and  
a new approach to man’s 
eternal fascination  
for horses and their 
intelligence.
Setting
19th century,  
Arcachon Bay

Contact
Le Rocher

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.editionsdurocher.fr

The Capture Claire Veillères



21 Drama/Comedy-drama 
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The burnt-out writer of one best-seller,  
Aloys is living on the vestiges of his fading 
reputation… One day, he grabs a dusty novel 
from his bookshelf: The Cuckoo. Strangely,  
he cannot remember buying it. He discovers 
an entertaining novel that tells you how 
reinvent your life and become someone  
else. So he gives it a try, changing identities,  
a doctor, then a lawyer, following the 
instructions… The Cuckoo is the perfect 
romantic comedy, with enough twists and 
turns to maintain the attention until the 
incredible and totally unexpected last act. 
 
Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Can you reinvent your life and become 
someone else simply by reading a book?  
How far can you go without losing yourself 
for good? 

Setting
Contemporary,  
on the coast

Find out more
Best Dialogue Award  
at the Angouleme  
International Comic Book Fair. 
Movie and TV references:  
Dan in Real Life by Peter 
Hedges, Message in a Bottle  
by Luis Mandoki.  

Contact
Dupuis

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dupuis.com

The Cuckoo Jean-Claude Denis
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22 Drama/Comedy-drama 

Marc has a devoted wife, a house, money in 
the bank. But he dreams of far-away places. 
One day he visits his daughter, Anne, who 
has been placed in an institution. Telling  
no one, they run away together to enjoy  
a few days of freedom. On the grey beaches  
of northern France, Mark and Anne seem  
to be happy. 
Swapping his living room for a camping-car, 
Marc feels ready for anything. But this flight, 
little by little, becomes a frantic escape  
as their money runs out, and their path  
is strewn by corpses.

A man in his sixties runs away 
from his daily life with his 
retarded daughter. But at the end 
of their flight, an abyss awaits  
the escapees.

Setting
Contemporary road movie

Contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

Far Far Away Pascal Garnier



23 Drama/Comedy-drama 

After their hasty flight from Irun, Aïta joins 
his wife Ama, their children and two uncles 
in Hendaye. In this new town, Ama does  
her best to organize family life, establishing  
a routine: the children learn French, go  
to school, the grandfather takes on the job  
of watchmaker, Aïta grows a beautiful garden  
to feed the family, then finds a job in the 
arms factory. Until 1939, when the activist 
uncles are arrested and transferred to the 
Gurs camp, and the family has to move on. 
Ama, in the role of Mother Courage, won’t 
hear of complaints. Isn’t the most important 
thing to stay together? When Aïta is offered  
a job as a tenant farmer in the Landes,  
the whole family encourages him to accept. 
Once again, the family adapts: life in the 
countryside is rough, especially in winter, 
and the Germans are close by, watching  
the power plant in the neighbourhood. It’s all 
there in Ama’s diary, which she opens again 
one fateful afternoon in 1949...

Setting
Basque Country, 1930s-1940s

Contact
Sabine Wespieser Éditeur

Joschi Guitton
jguitton@swediteur.com
+33 (0)6 88 07 81 38
www.swediteur.com

The saga of a Spanish Basque 
republican family, from their  
flight in 1936 to their settling  
in the Landes region in the 40s.

Forgotten Dreams Léonor de Recondo
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Bernard is 22, two of his fingers are missing 
and he has never been very bright. Simon  
is a wealthy, cynical and elegant crook who 
knows his days are numbered. They meet  
on a park bench, in a little town. It soon 
becomes clear that the simpleton has been 
persuaded to act as the gangster’s driver in a 
perilous mission. Inevitably, things do not go  
as planned. There are unexpected twists and 
turns, not all of them pleasant. A story with 
humour that doesn’t fear to touch on subjects 
like death, illness and even little miracles – 
such as life-changing encounters.

Broken lives and the banality  
of pain: when a gangster meets up 
with a homeless man.

Setting
Contemporary  
road movie, campsite,  
the coast

Contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

How is the Pain? Pascal Garnier



25 Drama/Comedy-drama 
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The Boin brothers live in a trailer. They  
go to school when they have time. Of course 
the social worker keeps an eye on them:  
she wants to send the two children to an 
appropriate institution as soon as she can 
prove their parents have abandoned them. 
But the brothers enjoy their independence 
and they don’t want to be in a “jail for 
children”! One day they meet Vanessa,  
a young girl as lost as they are. Together, 
they decide to run away… Vanessa has an 
aunt who lives next to the sea: there, they 
can start their life over, from the beginning. 

Two brothers, abandoned by  
their parents, try to live as far  
as possible from adults.

Setting
Contemporary, a campsite,  
the coast

Find out more
1996 Polar Jeunesse Award

Contact
Zulma 
(published by  
l’École des loisirs)

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

Hunted Pascal Garnier



26 Drama/Comedy-drama 

(1) Fabien learns that his wife has been 
killed with her lover in a car accident. 
Completely adrift, he has one obsession:  
to find out all about his wife’s lover.  
He decides to seduce his widow. 
(2) The unexpected reunion of two teenage 
lovers. In an instant, their lives capsize. They 
abandon their present existence and plunge 
into the whirlpool of their sudden passion… 
(3) Eliette, 64, is a pretty widow who leads  
an ordinary life. When she meets Etienne, 
she’s all-a-flutter. She thinks fate has smiled 
on her… he thinks he has a few days to sell 
off the two kilos of cocaine he’s just stolen.

The Place of Death (1),  
The Islanders (2) and Too Close  
to the Edge (3): the tender,  
cruel universe of Pascal Garnier  
in three novels.

Setting
Contemporary,  
urban and rural

Contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

The Islanders and Other 
(Noir) Novels Pascal Garnier



27 Drama/Comedy-drama 

In every generation, according to Jewish 
tradition, thirty-six Just men, the Lamed-waf, 
are born to bear the burden of the world’s 
suffering. At York in 1185, the Just man  
was Rabbi Yom Tov Levy, whose sacrifice  
so touched God that he gave his descendants  
one such Just man in each generation.  
This legacy is traced eight centuries back, 
from the Spanish Inquisition to expulsions 
from England, France, Portugal, Germany, 
and Russia, and to the small Polish village  
of Zemyock, all the way down to Ernie Levy, 
the last of the Just, killed at Auschwitz in 
1943. This, then, is the story of Ernie Levy.
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The chronicle of Jewish 
persecution, beginning in 
12th century England and 
ending with the Holocaust.
Setting
12th century Europe /  
World War II

Find out more
Goncourt prize, 1959

Contact
Le Seuil

Joëlle Bouhout
jbouhout@seuil.com
+33 (0)1 41 48 82 75
www.seuil.com

The Last of the Just André Schwarz-Bart



28 Drama/Comedy-drama 

Désiré Johnson is on death row. His final 
wish is to smoke a cigarette. But nothing  
goes as planned… At the same time, a man 
who hates children is caught sneaking  
a smoke at his workplace which has been 
turned into a day-care centre. The situation  
is exacerbated when the little girl that  
caught him red-handed accuses him of doing 
much more than smoking... The unfortunate 
and innocent man is incarcerated. He has  
no other choice than to volunteer for a sleazy  
TV reality show.

Life can seriously damage your 
health! or When the murderer 
turns out to be a hero while the 
petty civil servant who enjoys  
a smoke turns into a bastard.

Setting
Contemporary America

Contact
Fayard

Carole Saudejaud
csaudejaud@editions-fayard.fr
+33 (0)1 45 49 82 48
www.editions-fayard.fr

The Little Girl and  
the Cigarette Benoît Duteurtre



29  Drama/Comedy-drama 

Evelyne’s life changes irrevocably when she 
turns twelve. She watches her father torture 
her dog and begins hallucinating that she  
can hear bells. As her grip on reality begins 
to slip, she lashes at her mother with  
a hammer and seduces one of her father’s 
colleagues. She drops out of her studies and 
turns to stripping. Her dog dies. Soon after,  
she marries Luigi, who works in a pizza 
restaurant. He provides her with a loving, 
stable home. She pretends to take a factory 
job, but instead sells her body in secret. But 
when one of her regular clients, Daniel, fails 
to follow through on his promises of a better 
life, she kills him.
Author Claire Castillon’s eye was caught  
one day by a brief article in her local paper 
recounting how a young woman lost the  
dog she loved. She later became a prostitute, 
keeping her secret from her husband until 
one day, something snapped and she killed  
a client.

“It’s a powerful stream of words, 
eaten away by desire and 
madness.” Le Nouvel Observateur

Setting
Contemporary France  
(Swiss border)

Contact
Grasset

Heidi Warneke
hwarneke@grasset.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 22 12
www.grasset.fr

The Marvels Claire Castillon
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Martial and Odette leave their grey suburb 
for a made-to-measure paradise dedicated to 
senior citizens. They find themselves pioneers 
in ‘Conviviality’, a perpetual holiday camp 
where security, the most essential comfort,  
is guaranteed.
A new life begins. But soon, lapses  
of surveillance exacerbate the boredom  
of isolation. The residence’s little population 
turns out to be an explosive cocktail.  
The outside world, constantly held at bay, 
becomes a source of terror. Obsessions  
and old scars begin to resurface. 

5 people, content to spend their retirement 
in a high-security residence, allow their 
deepest neuroses to take over in this acerbic 
confrontation behind closed doors.

Setting
Contemporary,  
a high-security residence

Contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

Moon in a Dead Eye Pascal Garnier



31 Drama/Comedy-drama 

One evening, Marc Chalgrin finds his flat 
empty. Liv, his wife, is missing. Has she left 
him for another man? Has something terrible 
happened to her? As weeks go by without a 
trace, Marc Chalgrin is finally forced to admit 
that she will never come back. Her absence  
is unbearable; she haunts every second of  
his life. He starts suspecting his best friend. 
He briefly brushes against a woman who 
looks uncannily like Liv in the street. Paris 
slowly turns into a maze of wrong tracks,  
as though his missing wife haunted were the 
entire city.

After the mysterious and 
unsolved disappearance  
of his wife, a man slowly 
loses his bearings.
Setting
Contemporary Paris

Contact
Denoël

Judith Becqueriaux
judith.becqueriaux@denoel.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 73 76
www.denoel.fr

Our Nightfall Julie de la Patellière
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One evening, Gabriel arrives in a small 
French town in Brittany. Thanks to  
his genuine cooking skills and nonchalant, 
charismatic personality, he befriends some  
of the town’s inhabitants. He even shows  
a certain willingness to listen and cheer 
people up. But as the story progresses, 
Gabriel’s own sombre story unfolds  
and his features come into focus. Why is  
he so secretive about his past? Who is he?  
Does he really care about people? Is he  
really a friend… or a dangerous presence?

A stranger checks into a hotel  
in a small French town. As the 
story progresses, his sombre past 
unfolds, making him more and 
more disturbing and dangerous.

Setting
Contemporary,  
a small town in Brittany

Contact
Zulma

Amélie Louat
amelie.louat@zulma.fr
+33 (0)1 58 22 19 97
www.zulma.fr

The Panda Theory Pascal Garnier
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In 1954, Jasper Proudlock, an elderly man,  
is run over by a car on a quiet neighbourhood 
street in Connecticut. After the funeral, 
Ethel, his widow, and his two daughters, 
Vivian and Dorothy, unveil the manifold 
mysteries that shroud his brutal death. Day 
after day, the two young women unravel the 
thread of their parents’ lives and confront  
their mother with her devastating past  
of passion and betrayal. Who is Ethel?  
On 23 April 1911, the eccentric young 
English socialite attended evensong at  
St Mary’s Church in Kuala Lumpur. Three 
hours later she walked back home and shot  
her lover, only to be condemned to death  
by the Sultan of Selangor and eventually 
pardoned after a notorious trial. 

Three women, a husband, a lover. 
Five destinies fraught with 
treachery, deception and murder. 

Setting
US in the 50s,  
Argentina in the 50s,  
Malaysia in the 20s  
(mostly indoor scenes)

Contact
Place des éditeurs (Belfond)

Louise Quantin
louise.quantin@
placedesediteurs.com
+33 (0)1 44 16 07 46
www.belfond.fr
www.placedesediteurs.com

The Sacrificed One Juliette Morillot
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Insomniac David spends his sleepless nights 
dreaming about other people’s lives. From his 
window, he watches clients coming and going 
from a nearby hotel, inventing characters  
for them and bringing them to life. Among 
other stories, he tells us about Elena, a Swede 
who falls in love with the same man for the 
second time ten years after the first, except 
that he doesn’t recognize her. But there’s  
a price to pay for instrumentalizing other 
people’s destinies, especially if one of your 
creations suddenly steps into your own life...

Setting
Contemporary Berlin

Contact
Denoël

Judith Becqueriaux
judith.becqueriaux@denoel.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 73 76
www.denoel.fr

This debut novel with a bewitching 
atmosphere deals with the notion 
of the couple, forgetfulness and 
female desire.

Six Months Ten Years  
and a Day Mathieu Trautmann
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Founded by Stalin, Birobidzhan is a lost city 
in Siberia, originally populated by escapees 
from the growing Nazi movement. Halter 
begins his novel in the US at the height of the 
Red Scare in the 50s. The House Un-American 
Activities Committee questions Marina,  
a Russian actress who has been passing 
herself off as an American for several years.  
Marina, wrongly accused of being a spy  
and murdering Michael Apron, an OSS agent, 
desperately tries to make them see the  
truth by telling the story of her time in 
Birobidzhan.

A dramatic and thrilling 
saga set in the Jewish 
republic of Birobidzhan.
Setting
Russia, Washington DC, 
1920s - 1950s

Find out more
Bestselling title

Contact
Robert Laffont

Benita Edzard
bedzard@robert-laffont.fr
+33 (0)1 53 67 14 86
www.laffont.fr

The Stranger from Birobidjan Marek Halter
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Theo, a bright 14-year-old boy who loves 
computer games and ancient mythology,  
is diagnosed with a mysterious terminal 
illness. His rich, eccentric and enlightened 
Aunt Martha decides that they must travel 
round the world to find a cure so she takes 
him on a pilgrimage to learn about the 
world’s greatest religions. From an aging 
sheik to a Shinto priestess, Theo and his aunt 
travel through the continents, delving into 
branches of Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Islam... Along the way, they unveil a family 
secret that may be linked to Theo’s sickness.

A spiritual love story, in which  
the love of family, a girlfriend, and 
God sustain and heal a 14-year-old 
dying boy who goes on a tour 
through the world’s religions.

Setting
Contemporary,  
various countries

Contact
Le Seuil

Joëlle Bouhout
jbouhout@seuil.com
+33 (0)1 41 48 82 75
www.seuil.com

Theo’s Odyssey Catherine Clément
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Kéthévane Davrichewy’s novel is about  
an indestructible friendship. 30 years after 
they met, Alice is sitting in a bistro recalling 
the landmarks of their lives. Cécile is lying 
on a hospital bed, plunged into a semi-coma, 
writing imaginary letters in her head to 
Alice, who doesn’t know about her accident. 
They have shared everything: their first 
feelings of love, their passion for literature, 
their love for music and the education of 
their children. When Alice learns about 
Cécile’s accident, she rushes to the hospital. 
As soon as she arrives there, her phone rings 
and David, her husband, tells her that  
he is leaving her. He insists on talking to  
her before she sees Cécile, and painfully 
announces that he betrayed her with…Cécile. 
Alice is flabbergasted, yet she goes to see 
Cécile in her hospital room. Cécile opens  
her eyes for the first time on Alice’s arrival. 
But Alice doesn’t stay…

Two women. Two friends. True 
friends. Yet their solid friendship 
will not resist betrayal. A breakup 
between friends as tragic as 
between lovers.

Setting
Contemporary Paris

Find out more
The author is translated  
into 6 languages.

Contact
Sabine Wespieser Éditeur

Joschi Guitton
jguitton@swediteur.com
+33 (0)6 88 07 81 38
www.swediteur.com

Breakup Kéthévane Davrichewy
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Myriam is 43 when she opens a restaurant 
in a quiet neighbourhood in Paris. She has  
no idea how to run a business, but armed 
only with her love of cooking, she is 
determined to try. Little by little, Myriam’s 
mouth-watering dishes bring her many 
neighbours to Chez moi. As the restaurant 
becomes more and more popular, figures  
and feelings from Myriam’s past also begin  
to emerge. For six years, Myriam has been 
living in a self-imposed exile, cut off from  
her cool, reserved husband and from her son. 
Her appetite for life gradually reawakens, 
leaving a bitter-sweet taste.

The profound and tender story  
of a woman’s troubled past and 
her enduring love of cooking.

Setting
Contemporary Paris,  
a restaurant

Contact
L’Olivier

Joëlle Bouhout
jbouhout@seuil.com
+33 (0)1 41 48 82 75
www.seuil.com
www.editionsdelolivier.fr

Chez moi Agnès Desarthe
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An ordinary village in the countryside. 
Except that here, there is a feeling of tension; 
the villagers seem to be in the throes of 
anxiety. Some of them lose their memory; 
others disappear. Alice even thinks she has 
seen Leo, her brother, in two different places 
at the same time… What’s happening in  
this seemingly ordinary village? Why do its 
inhabitants disappear one after the other 
before meeting Leo, the writer? Will Alice  
be able to save her brother? The answer  
to these questions and a long-buried secret  
lie at the heart of this extraordinary, totally 
unexpected and terrifying thriller.
An enthralling, gloomy and disturbing 
universe, reminiscent of Stephen King’s best 
novels and of the “Twin Peaks” atmosphere. 
Torn between paranoia and disclosure, each 
character develops the plot by shedding  
a different light on the enigma unravelling  
in front of our eyes. A powerful and original 
story that continues to haunt the reader  
long after its conclusion.

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

One by one, the inhabitants  
of a small village become  
amnesic or disappear…
Setting
Contemporary, the country,  
a village

Find out more
Movie and TV references: 
Identity by James Mangold, 
Secret Window  
by David Koepp,  
Stranger than Fiction  
by Marc Foster.

Contact
Le Lombard

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.lelombard.com

Nocturnes Clarke



40 Drama/Comedy-drama 

English
 versio

n 

ava
ila

ble

Mick is an idler with no motivation,  
he just lies on the couch waiting for his life  
to happen until his grandmother’s death 
disrupts his lethargy. He is reunited with  
his father, Charles, an ill-tempered man since 
an accident left him a bedridden widower 
twenty-five years before. Shortly after  
his grandmother’s burial, his father offers  
to pay for a trip around the world together. 
Surprisingly, Mick accepts the invitation…  
His father drags him from one place to  
the next in a kind of road movie of his own 
souvenirs. They have screaming matches, 
unexpected confessions, finally forgive each 
other, then part for the last time…
Nobody is left unaffected by this modern  
and spirited journey. The tone is just right, 
the characters are endearing despite  
their faults, the rhythm is maintained  
and perfectly controlled up to the ultimate 
emotional release. A beautiful lesson on life!  

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

‘What matters is not to travel,  
but the person you travel with.’ 
Jean-Luc Gendry

Setting
Contemporary France,  
the world

Find out more
One Shot album.  
Movie and TV references: 
Travel with my Aunt by  
George Cuckor, A Perfect  
World by Clint Eastwood. 
Special Prize of the  
Lyon Comic Book Festival 
2010. 

Contact
Le Lombard

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.lelombard.com

We Will Never Be Heroes  

Olivier Jouvray & Frédérik Salsedo
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Benjamin Strada, soon to turn forty, is  
a journalist at the French daily Le Gaulois, 
where he edits the Debates column. 
Something of a dandy, he is one of the 
familiar faces in the gay bars of the Marais. 
He wakes up in bed with Renaud Wallace. 
Wallace presses for Benjamin’s promotion  
at Le Gaulois, purchased not long before  
by the industrialist Charles Sabot. Benjamin 
soon finds himself editor-in-chief. In the 
run-up to the 2007 elections, the Interior 
Minister throws his hat into the ring. 
Benjamin finds himself caught up in an 
unfamiliar world, surrounded by back-
scratching and back-stabbing in equal 
measure. Entry Ticket lays bare all the  
cruel secrets of political life.

The sentimental education of  
a Parisian journalist discovering 
the darker side of political life.

Setting
Paris, 2006 / 2007

Contact
Grasset

Heidi Warneke
hwarneke@grasset.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 22 12
www.grasset.fr

Entry Ticket Joseph Macé-Scaron

41  Comedy/Humour
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It’s easy to become a member of the  
very closed club called “The Green Manor”:  
in addition to being very wealthy, all  
you need is a twisted mind, Machiavellian 
wickedness and elegance in stabbing. This 
English Mecca of the bourgeoisie is the 
rendezvous of the greatest bunch of crooks, 
manipulators and assassins in England.  
You want to get rid of you wife? To take 
revenge on an overly arrogant friend?  
Be a perfect gentleman; invite them to take 
part in the perfect… crime.
With sadistic and savoury stories, crime  
is a noble art and an entertaining hobby.

Read the first pages on  
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Murder is nothing without  
a touch of elegance!
Setting
19th century, United Kingdom

Find out more
Complete series in 4 albums. 
Movie and TV references: 
Sherlock (BBC, Steven Moffat), 
Sleuth by Joseph  
L. Mankiewicz, Murder  
by Death by Robert Moore, 
Death Trap by Sidney Lumet. 

Contact
Dupuis

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dupuis.com

The Green Manor Fabien Velhmann 



43 Comedy/Humour

This sitcom tells the story of Jean-Seb and 
Jasmin, thirty-year-old singles from Quebec, 
and their cat Legolas. It reminds us of  
How I met your Mother, spiced with a touch  
of Quebec! The girls are teasers, the rock 
bands are ambitious, the neighbours are 
depressive and the ex-girlfriend is completely 
transformed by a mystical revelation. Caught 
in the middle of this merry mess, Legolas the 
cat, dragged from one apartment to another, 
cannot keep his jaws shut.
Curse That Cat! is probably one of the 
funniest comic books of the moment.

Friends in Quebec.  
3 graphic novels will 
appeal to young adults  
or an older audience.
Setting
Contemporary,  
a big city like Montreal

Contact
Delcourt

Juliette Mathieu
jmathieu@editions-delcourt.fr
+33 (0)1 56 03 92 45
www.editions-delcourt.fr

Curse That Cat! Zviane & Iris
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A hotel porter puts a red suitcase in the 
trunk of a taxi as its owner, Max, checks out. 
But there has been a mix-up: the suitcase in 
fact belongs to another customer of the hotel. 
Max only discovers the mistake when he gets 
back to Paris. What he finds in the suitcase 
intrigues him: fine silk undergarments,  
two pairs of stilettos, a portrait of Audrey 
Hepburn, a copy of Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina, 
and the diary of a woman called Marion.
“With a Stendhal-like energy, the author  
leads the reader through many pitfalls  
and uncovers the structure of the novel  
(the sequences seem so visual that you feel 
like writing a movie).” Le Nouvel Observateur

They spent several months 
enjoying the kind of life  
that fate reserves for the 
smartest of lovers.
Setting
Contemporary Rome,  
Paris, Monte-Carlo

Contact
Grasset

Heidi Warneke
hwarneke@grasset.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 22 12
www.grasset.fr

The Possibility of Feelings Jean-Paul Enthoven



They are American, Belgian, Korean, French 
and Iranian. An ordinary fisherman or a 
president’s son, they don’t know each other 
and have nothing in common… Except  
the biggest scientific scandal they’ve ever  
had to face. The origin of the scandal is  
a revolutionary discovery: each individual  
is linked to one or several soul mates whose 
health determines that of the others. If all 
the alter egos of one individual die, the 
person only has a few months to live before 
they die of an extremely virulent form of 
cancer. U-Tech, the multinational firm which 
made this discovery, relies on it to protect  
the lives of its customers and therefore  
those of their alter egos. But it could, on the 
contrary, be used to commit the worst crimes, 
such as eliminating their enemies through 
their soul mates!

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Six characters, six lives, one single destiny.  
A new concept, a choir-like narration  
and strong characters. A rich universe with  
a powerful potential for development!

Setting
Contemporary,  
various places

Find out more
Complete series in  
6 albums.  
Movie and TV references: 
Gattaca  
by Andrew Niccol,  
Short cuts by  
Robert Altman. 

Contact
Dupuis

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dupuis.com

Alter Ego Multiple authors - edited  

by Pierre-Paul Renders

45 Crime/Thriller/Espionage
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After a tragic plane crash in the mountains  
in 1980, the emergency services find only 
one survivor: a three-month-old girl. But 
there were two babies in the plane, two little 
girls, both the same age, with blond hair and 
blue eyes… Who is she? Emilie or Lyse-Rose? 
Each of the two families is fighting for the 
right to claim the baby… The authorities  
need to come to a decision, and finally decide 
to place the child in one of the families. 
Eighteen years later, a private detective  
who claims to have solved this tragic affair  
is murdered, leaving a notebook behind in 
which his whole investigation is recorded… 

Setting
From the 80s  
to the noughties, France  
(Paris, Dieppe)

Find out more
Michel Bussi has won  
many literary prizes  
with his previous novel 
Nympheas Noirs (2011).

Contact
Place des éditeurs
(Presses de la Cité)

Louise Quantin
louise.quantin@
placedesediteurs.com
+33 (0)1 44 16 07 46
www.pressesdelacite.com
www.placedesediteurs.com

A contemporary thriller about  
the quest for a child’s identity, 
before DNA …

An Airplane without Her Michel Bussi
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Detectives Rachel Kupferstein (a 35-year-old 
Ashkenazi Jew) and Jean Hamelot  
(the 40-year-old-son of communists  
from Brittany) conduct the investigation.  
The victim’s neighbour, Ahmed Taroudant  
(a handsome 30-year-old Black Arab), has 
the profile of the ideal suspect. Yet neither 
detective is totally convinced that he is  
the culprit. Rachel Kupferstein discovers  
that the victim, Laura Vignola (a 23-year-old 
stewardess), was murdered on her return 
from New York. The ensuing investigation  
is a multi-ethnic puzzle.
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Paris, 19th arrondissement.  
In a cosmopolitan district where 
Jews, Arabs, Blacks and Whites 
live side by side, the murder  
of a young woman is staged amid 
symbols of impurity.

Setting
Contemporary Paris,  
New York

Contact
Viviane Hamy

Maylis Vauterin
maylis.vauterin@viviane-hamy.fr
+33 (0)1 53 17 16 03
www.viviane-hamy.fr

Arabian Jazz Karim Miské
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A fictional version of the life of Florence Rey,  
who joined her boyfriend Audry Maupin  
in a bloody killing spree in the east of Paris 
in 1994. The young lovers shot down three 
policemen and a taxi driver in cold blood. 
Audry Maupin was fatally injured during the 
ensuing shoot-out and died later in hospital; 
Florence survived.
David Foenkinos has long been fascinated  
by the enigmatic figure of Florence Rey.  
What happens to a young woman when love 
turns her into a murderess?

The true story of two 
young lovers who 
become murderers.
Setting
1994, Paris

Find out more
Movie and TV references: 
Natural Born Killers. 

Contact
Grasset

Heidi Warneke
hwarneke@grasset.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 22 12
www.grasset.fr

The Autonomous Hearts David Foenkinos



49 Crime/Thriller/Espionage

English
 

versio
n 

ava
ila

ble

At the age of 23, Jeremy is violently 
murdered. Now an Angel, he quickly realizes 
that the struggle for survival is hardly over, 
that he still risks death. In order to survive, 
all Angels must feed off human emotions: 
their skin takes on a blue tone when they 
provoke positive emotions and a red one 
when negative human emotions are aroused. 
To find out why he was killed, Jeremy follows 
Allison, the unwitting witness to his murder. 
But Jeremy’s killer is also on Allison’s trail 
and will do anything to eliminate  
the unwanted witness to his crime…

A paranormal thriller with Angels 
as you’ve never seen them before.

Setting
Contemporary New York

Find out more
Bestselling title.

Contact
Robert Laffont

Benita Edzard
bedzard@robert-laffont.fr
+33 (0)1 53 67 14 86
www.laffont.fr

The Colour of the Angels’ Souls  

Sophie Audouin-Mamikonian
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When Stephane, a former soldier turned 
contractor – the politically correct term for 
today’s mercenary – is sent by his employer 
on a mission to Brazil, he has no idea that 
this trip will take him across the world  
to fight in the jungle, to face contemporary 
pirates, to be chased by commandos and 
finally return to France for a new mission 
that reeks of political skulduggery. 

All the ingredients of a great, 
action-packed adventure novel: a 
reckless investigation conducted 
by intrepid journalists, a political 
manipulation on the eve of  
a presidential election.

Setting
Contemporary Brazil,  
France, China Seas

Find out more
Selected for the Intramuros 
prize, Cognac 2012.

Contact
Scrinéo

Béatrice de Leyssac
bdeleyssac@scrineo.fr
+33 (0)1 42 36 01 83
www.scrineo.fr

Contractors Marc Wilhem
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Nigeria, 2004-2010. The country is 
devastated by oil companies, the corruption 
of the elite and guerrilla warfare. Benjamin 
Dufrais and his colleague Megan, both 
working with the NGO Doctors without 
Borders, are trying to fight malnutrition  
and help the refugees. But they are caught 
up in the labyrinth of geopolitical interests 
and civil wars which are beyond their 
comprehension. The stakes are high: a little 
girl whose DNA could change the world. 
Everyone wants to get hold of this child-
talisman, so how can they protect her?  
And how can they avoid sinking with her  
into the bloody chaos that has overtaken  
the country?

Humanitarian workers  
in geopolitical turmoil
Setting
Contemporary Nigeria

Contact
Albin Michel

Marie Dormann
Marie.DORMANN@
albin-michel.fr
+33 (0)1 42 79 10 00
www.albin-michel.fr

The Delta Ghosts Aurélien Molas
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Safe havens, money laundering, secure 
bargaining chips… more than ever, diamonds 
are the international mafia’s best friends.  
In order to fight against their illicit use, 
diamond merchants create their own 
ultra-secret service: the Eternals. Their 
mission is to take behind-the-scenes action in 
order to protect the precious stones market... 
however high the price may be.
Since the day she accepted to replace her 
dead twin sister in the Eternals, Uma’s life  
is constant excitement… and danger! This 
shy scientist, subject to depression, has to 
become a formidable investigator, a hothead 
ready to do anything to accomplish her 
missions. Supervised by her superior Jaï,  
a quietly efficient Jain Hindu, she risks  
her life at each mission while attempting  
to solve the mystery of her sister’s 
disappearance, occasionally helped by Medhi, 
a blundering Kabyle policeman, gay and 
proud of it…

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Setting
Contemporary,  
different countries

Find out more
On-going series  
of 6 albums. 
Movie and TV references: 
Bones, Castle, Entrapment  
by Jon Amiel.  

Contact
Dargaud

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dargaud.com

The Eternals Yann & Felix Meynet

Diamonds are a girl’s best  
– but deadliest – friend!
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Lieutenant Guérin is responsible for  
the Suicide Department in the Central  
Police headquarters in Paris. Accompanied  
by a shy and totally useless totally officer,  
he is constantly trying to build plot theories 
behind suicides he finds highly suspicious.
A haemophiliac fakir, a Franco-American  
who practices archery in the Jardins  
du Luxembourg, a lesbian alcoholic bar 
manager, suicides, Mesrine the dog,  
an ex-con who looks like Edward Bunker:  
a whole range of zany characters who are 
firmly anchored in a sombre and morbid 
reality.
A dark novel set in a world without hope, 
written with a perfect control and a talent  
for detail.

Setting
Contemporary France, Paris and 
a village in Lot

Find out more
Foreign rights sold  
to Quercus /MacLehose Press 
(UK), Einaudi (Italy), Ullstein 
(Germany), WSOY (Finland), 
Fraktura (Croatia).

Contact
Viviane Hamy

Maylis Vauterin
maylis.vauterin@viviane-hamy.fr
+33 (0)1 53 17 16 03
www.viviane-hamy.fr

Opening scene: a young naked 
man is running up the inner 
beltway with his arms raised  
to the sky. The cars veer to avoid 
hitting him... but not the truck.

Fakirs Antonin Varenne
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Crime profiler Eva Svärta and Commissioner 
Vauvert investigate a series of assassinations 
and disappearances with links to sorcery  
and black magic. The killer has cut off the 
victim’s tongues and torn out their hearts,  
in a procedure echoing the punishment 
reserved for witches in the Middle Ages.  
By trying to resolve this sordid affair which 
recalls the horrors of her childhood, Eva 
finds the keys to understand her own tragic 
past…

A captivating thriller between 
nightmare and reality…

Setting
Contemporary France,  
Parisian suburbs, Toulouse

Find out more
Sire Cédric’s novel  
De Fièvre et de sang  
(Of Fever and Blood, 2010) 
won the Ciné Cinéma  
Frisson prize in 2011.

Contact
Place des éditeurs 
(Le Pré-aux-Clercs)

Louise Quantin
louise.quantin@
placedesediteurs.com
+33 (0)1 44 16 07 46
www.lepreauxclercs.com
www.placedesediteurs.com

First Blood Sire Cédric
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Fabian Hassler, a young German scientist, 
has developed a clever technique for 
activating neurons from a distance.  
An idealist, he imagines its usefulness to cure 
Parkinson’s disease. But the CIA sees his 
discovery as a way to control all behaviour 
and thought. Hassler is offered a fabulous job 
at the Paris Curie Institute. The unwitting 
sorcerer’s apprentice is caught up in a huge 
international war with brain control as  
the stakes. But who is pulling the strings?
Portraying a wide variety of characters,  
the author pokes fun at the world of research 
with its little foibles and huge conceits.  
Based on true discoveries in neuroscience, 
the scenario is unfaultable from the scientific 
viewpoint.

An unusual and uplifting thriller 
about grey matter, the new 
Eldorado for intelligence agencies 
seeking a lethal weapon of mental 
manipulation. 

Setting
Contemporary Germany,  
Paris, US

Contact
Odile Jacob

Pauline Buisson
buisson.rights@odilejacob.fr
+33 (0)1 44 41 64 80
www.odilejacob.fr

The Grey Matter Soldiers Sébastien Bohler
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Vincent Nimier, an ex cop, thought he knew 
all about his brother, Raphael, until the day 
Raphael was savagely murdered. Then Nimier 
received a mysterious video, dating back  
10 years: it shows Raphael with a woman 
and a small child. At the end of the video, 
three words are displayed on the screen: 
“Vincent, protect them!” 
At the same time a student in a prep  
class is stabbed in an expensive school  
on the Riviera. Justine Neraudeau, a young 
lieutenant, is in charge of the investigation. 
Only one teenager will confide in her:  
it appears the school direction has plenty  
to hide.
The simultaneous investigations reveal 
terrible manipulations.

A breathtaking thriller that takes 
us into the universe of precocious 
children. A twofold investigation 
reveals terrible manipulations.

Setting
Contemporary French Riviera, 
Pyrenees

Contact
Les Nouveaux Auteurs

Nathalie Carpentier
carpentier@calfrance.fr
+33 (0)6 25 89 25 06
www.lesnouveauxauteurs.com

The Dance of the Innocent Valentin Musso
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Larry B. Max is a very special agent…  
of the Internal Revenue Service. Serving his 
country, he goes around the world carrying 
out his investigations, dismantling the most 
powerful crime syndicates. Drugs, oil or real 
estate… no fraud can resist him.  Larry can 
tell you someone’s life story by reading his 
tax return, interpreting columns of figures 
with genius. Having seen money destroy his 
own family, he can now handle millions with 
total detachment. With his icy charm, perfect 
mastery of the martial arts and firearms, he 
is the most merciless of all the IRS agents. 
But he does have one weakness: the 
mysterious and disturbing Gloria, a sensual 
voice on the phone who listens to his little 
secrets in exchange for a credit card number.
IRS is an international comic series of a new 
genre, closely combining action, adventure 
and the world of finance. Each investigation 
reveals what goes on behind the scenes of  
the most secret circles (oil, movies, banks, 
real estate) and those who use them to their 
own ends.

Read the first pages  
on http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Setting
Contemporary US,  
other countries

Find out more
On-going series of 13 albums 
and 6 complete editions. 
Movie and TV references:  
Wall Street by Oliver Stone,  
The Transporter by  
Louis Leterrier,  
Duplicity by Tony Gilroy. 

Contact
Le Lombard

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.lelombard.com

Incorruptible, international, 
impeccable, merciless… no cheat 
can resist Larry B. Max.

IRS Stephen Desberg & Bernard Vrancken
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A defence lawyer, Clay’h is divorced, and, 
since his daughter disappeared, subject  
to depression. He tries to take his mind off 
his own problems by being stand-by at court. 
Lieutenant Melanie Vincent has just arrested 
“the Watcher” who is accused of having 
tortured and killed dozens of victims.  
At the opening of his front-page trial, the 
Watcher dismisses his lawyer and compels 
Clay’h to represent him by dangling some 
information about his daughter’s 
disappearance… Could she still be alive?
The author, a lawyer, uses her knowledge of 
French legal proceedings to build a crime 
novel full of suspense told from an original 
angle: by the lawyer, her alter ego.

Setting
Contemporary France,  
Paris and the provinces

Contact
Odile Jacob

Pauline Buisson
buisson.rights@odilejacob.fr
+33 (0)1 44 41 64 80
www.odilejacob.fr

A suspenseful detective novel  
and a killer worthy of Hannibal 
Lecter!

The Killer’s Geometry Laura Sadowski
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Everything is strange in the life of the 
Chevalier d’Eon, one of history’s most famous 
secret agents. A man of letters, he wrote 
books, frequented the greatest minds of his 
time, and was a fine swordsman. But above, 
he is remembered for his bisexuality.  
In this true story, King Louis XV sends him 
to Russia to convince Empress Elizabeth  
to ally with France. Disguised as a woman,  
he becomes the confidant of Elizabeth who 
gives him a secret mission.

The incredible adventures 
of a bisexual spy.
Setting
17th century France, Russia

Contact
Nouveau Monde Éditions

Yannick Dehée
ydehee@nouveau-monde.net
+33 (0)1 43 54 67 43
www.nouveau-monde.net

The Chevalier d’Eon Spy for the King 

Gérard Morel
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Paris, eight years ago. On May 13th in the 
Parisian subway, Vincent Revel, an ordinary 
cop, saves Alexeï’s life when he suddenly 
feels faint in the middle of an indifferent 
crowd. Neither of them has noticed Marc,  
an anonymous passenger… 
Paris, today. Vincent and Alexeï still see each 
other. But their last meeting was the first 
stop on a descent to hell. Vincent’s son, 
Alexeï’s best friend, has been missing for one 
year, and a psychopath seems determined  
to destroy the cop’s broken life little by little. 
But Vincent clings to his final investigation: 
the dismantling of a huge drug business. 
The Paris of this breathtaking psychological  
crime novel is gloomy and harrowing.  
As the story unfolds there are revelations 
and betrayals, powerful scenes that unveil  
a plot that grows richer by the page, keeping 
the reader in suspense to the last minute.

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Setting
Contemporary Paris

Find out more: 
Series published in 3 albums.
Movie and TV references:  
36 by Olivier Marchal; 
Insomnia by Christopher Nolan  

Contact
Dargaud

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dargaud.com

Metropolitan Julien Bonneau & Laurent Bonneau

A cop, a Mafioso, a psychopath…  
3 broken lives, 3 destinies,  
only one link.
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Louise Gaucher – everyone calls her Zette 
– works in intensive care. When she can,  
she dozes off at the bedside of patients deep 
in coma and travels in the “world of dreams” 
so that she can accompany them in their 
choice between life and death. Her entry  
is the yellow brick road from The Wizard of 
Oz. When she isn’t working, Zette goes home  
to Chais, a huge family mansion where 
discretion and mistrust of the outside world 
are both rule and necessity for a family in 
the pharmaceutical industry. One evening,  
as she travels in the mind of a child deep  
in a coma, Zette finds herself face to face 
with an evil creature, the Sandman. A few 
days later, a child that disappeared while 
under the protection of the social services is 
found in the Chais gardens... Captain Simon 
Larcher, dismissed from the investigation 
after complaints from the Gaucher family, 
finds himself with his back to the wall when 
his nephew also disappears: should he 
persuade Saul, the son of the Gaucher family, 
who has also “disappeared”, to come out of 
the shadows...?

This morbid tale of lost childhood  
– a disturbing variation on the theme  
of The Wizard of Oz – will captivate  
lovers of the supernatural.

Setting
Contemporary France,  
a small town

Contact
L’Atalante

Annette Werther-Médou
a.werther-medou@l-atalante.com
+33 (0)2 40 89 14 41
www.l-atalante.com

Narcogenesis Anne Fakhouri
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Saint-Cyr, France’s distinguished military 
school in Coëtquidan. For several weeks, 
desertions have become more and more 
frequent. A psychologist, Geoffrey, receives a 
mission: to stop them by discreetly observing 
the soldiers. He will be working in a team 
with two officers of the military security 
dept., a collaboration which proves far from 
easy. But the investigation veers to horror 
when each man receives one piece of a photo 
of a tortured body: that of Geoffrey’s own 
brother, who disappeared ten years before…

Soldiers are disappearing:  
a psychologist is appointed  
to put a stop to it.  
The investigation leads  
him to the heart of his own 
family tragedy.
Setting
France in the 90s

Contact
Albin Michel

Marie Dormann
Marie.DORMANN@
albin-michel.fr
+33 (0)1 42 79 10 00
www.albin-michel.fr

The Paper Soldier Marc Charuel
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Who knows what really goes on, hidden from 
view, in the backyards and cellars of this 
run-down part of the city? France’s proud 
values of liberty, equality and fraternity face 
a tough challenge in this neighbourhood, 
where sparks often fly between rival 
immigrant communities. Inspector Kergénéan 
cannot believe it when a local Jewish lad is 
snatched from the streets. Is he about to be 
landed with a replay of the Ilan Halimi case, 
in which a young Jewish man was kidnapped, 
tortured, and eventually killed? Has gang 
warfare erupted? Or is it just another drug 
deal gone wrong?

Setting
Contemporary Paris

Contact
Grasset

Heidi Warneke
hwarneke@grasset.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 22 12
www.grasset.fr

A police inspector in northern 
Paris learns of an attack on a 
young Arab and the simultaneous 
kidnapping of a young Jew.

Paris in Peacetime Gilles Martin-Chauffier
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Her name was Claire. Valedictorian of the 
Police Academy, at 22 her career plan seemed 
to be mapped out. 
Her name is Clara. When she joins the Poison 
Cell, a new European anti-prostitution 
organization, she accepts to put her past,  
and her future, behind her. She has to learn 
to be someone else: to dress, walk, and think 
differently. In the process, she knowingly 
runs the risk of “changing sides”, losing  
her soul… and her life!
Zoran is her only support. He is another 
Albanian policeman with a personal  
and secret mission: to find his sister who fell  
into one of these networks. 
Clara’s first mission is to infiltrate a network 
from Eastern Europe and dismantle it. From 
sidewalks to brothels, each mission brings 
her closer to the sources of Evil. Will she  
be able to face it?
With his ruthless, violent pen, Laurent Astier 
creates a strong and captivating heroine and 
places her in sprawling nets of prostitution…  
Thoroughly documented, each album unveils 
part of the terrifying mechanisms of sexual 
slavery.

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Setting
Contemporary France,  
Albania, Spain

Find out more
On-going series  
(4 albums published). 
Movie and TV references: 
Matrioshki (TV),  
Cruising by William Friedkin.  

Contact
Dargaud

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dargaud.com

Poison Cell Laurent Astier

Claire could have been a police officer,  
Clara will hunt vice to its source…  
until she loses herself in the abyss.
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Stanislas, a former compulsive-thief now 
owner of an art gallery in Honfleur, learns 
that his favourite painter Dorian has 
disappeared in Venice. The friendship between 
the two men being strong, Stanislas decides 
to follow the trail of six paintings he had 
received from Dorian, hoping they will lead 
him to his friend. He looks for the places and 
people portrayed in these six paintings  
and with the help of the charming Giorgia, 
who knows Dorian, he discovers that Dorian’s 
disappearance is linked to a mysterious  
Order that holds a secret. His investigation 
leads Stanislas to the most beautiful and 
most sordid places in Venice, seeking not only 
the truth about Dorian’s fate but also about 
his seventh painting, the ultimate artwork!  
A tale of initiation and an erudite thriller.

An effective thriller subtly 
combining police investigation, 
cultural discovery and the 
universe of painting.

Setting
Contemporary Venice, 
Montségur…

Contact
Desclée de Brouwer

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.ddbeditions.fr

The Seventh Painting Vincent Jacob
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After years of political repression and a brief 
civil war, France has become increasingly 
extremist. This is the country René, a shy 
young man, is growing up in. With Edgar,  
a young delinquent with a great sense of 
humour, obsessed with sex and fascinated  
by violence, he lives a summer full of “first 
times” – new experiences that turn out  
to be good or bad but make him the witness 
of a murder of which Edgar alone is accused. 
For René, an intense inner struggle begins,  
to overcome his own cowardice and set the 
record straight by telling the truth... always 
supposing  he knows what the truth really is. 

Two teenagers in suburban Paris 
who grew up too fast in a society 
at war with itself.

Setting
An imaginary suburb  
of Paris, 2030

Contact
Denoël

Judith Becqueriaux
judith.becqueriaux@denoel.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 73 76
www.denoel.fr

René Disiz
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2014. Three weeks before the 25th 
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
Craig Portman is working as a reporter for 
the Wall Street Journal and occasionally for 
the CIA. He meets Kudwig Leinen, a former 
member of the Stasi who is being hunted  
but doesn’t know by whom or why. Portman 
doesn’t get the time to find out since he 
disappears almost immediately with other 
shady figures of the Cold War. The reporter,  
on the trail of Leinen’s murderers, set off  
to retrieve old Stasi files in Berlin.

The author is a seasoned reporter for the 
French TV channel “Antenne 2”, French  
radio channel “France Inter”, and press 
correspondent for L’Express in Germany, 
Russia and Eastern Europe. As Willy Brandt’s 
confidant and a close friend of German 
chancellors H.Schmidt and H.Kohl, he had 
access to many state secrets, and especially 
the last enigma of that period: the 
assassination of Helmut Kohl’s master mind 
three weeks after the fall of the wall.

This thriller, based on historical 
fact, brings new insight into  
the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Setting
2014, Berlin, 
Frankfurt, Paris

Contact
Odile Jacob

Pauline Buisson
buisson.rights@odilejacob.fr
+33 (0)1 44 41 64 80
www.odilejacob.fr

Rosewood. The Last Enigma of the Cold 
War Michel Meyer
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One spring morning a Thai girl, hardly more 
than a child, is found dead in a fashion 
workshop. Just another unlucky prostitute  
or something more sinister? A club is 
discovered, where people secretly get filmed 
having sex—some of them VIPs. This  
is the seedy underworld of Paris—the heroin 
trade, illegal immigrant workers, police 
officers’ secret lives, child prostitution, 
internal police affairs, government 
corruption. A Turkish man – a police 
informer and leader of exploited immigrants 
in the rag-trade industry – is also Police 
Inspector Daquin’s lover. The truth is 
discovered strand by strand, and as the story 
progresses, they seem to weave together.

A gripping tale of morality  
along the dark paths of  
Le Sentier, sinister events  
at the heart of Paris’s rag 
trade.
Setting
Contemporary Paris

Contact
Le Seuil

Joëlle Bouhout
jbouhout@seuil.com
+33 (0)1 41 48 82 75
www.seuil.com

Rough Trade Dominique Manotti
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Each sign of the zodiac tells a different 
detective story, with different players, which 
is eventually resolved in the album. These  
12 independent albums will come into focus 
in the 13th album, entitled Serpent Bearer. 
Aries is a hunt for a serial killer. In Taurus, 
a golden boy’s past catches up with him.  
In Gemini, a fortune-teller saves twins.  
In Cancer, a girl has to establish contact with  
her dead mother... Each hero wears a locket 
with their sign of the zodiac which is 
mysteriously stolen at the end of each story.

13 signs, 13 mysteries,  
13 powers.
Setting
Contemporary, a big city

Find out more
13 comics books from young 
adults to adult audience.

Contact
Delcourt

Juliette Mathieu
jmathieu@editions-delcourt.fr
+33 (0)1 56 03 92 45
www.editions-delcourt.fr

Zodiac 13 comic artists, scenario by Corbeyran
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She lived during the first half of the 19th 
century but her struggle is still relevant 
today. On the day she turned 30, Flora 
travelled to Peru to claim her parental 
inheritance. Her family refused to give her 
the affection – and the inheritance – she was 
expecting. When she got home, she wrote 
Peregrinations of a Pariah. Her husband, 
jealous of her success, shot her in the back. 
The bullet would stay lodged within an inch 
of her heart until her death. Years before 
Engels and Marx, during a trip to London, 
she saw France’s future in the English 
industrial revolution. She then toured France 
to alert the working classes and emancipate 
women. She died of exhaustion in Bordeaux 
at the age of 41. 

Her name is Flora Tristan.  
She is passionate and intense. 
Paul Gauguin, her grandson, 
wrote about her: “My grand-
mother was an intriguing woman”.

Setting
19th century France,  
London, Peru

Contact
Plon

Nathalie Carpentier
carpentier@calfrance.fr
+33 (0)6 25 89 25 06
www.plon.fr

Brune Nicole Avril



71 historical

In an imaginary, ancient civilisation, 
Ordjeneb, an uncouth mountain dweller 
arrives in a city in search of a job. Asral  
is asked to make a copy of “Anouher’s 
testament”. He notices that the sacred 
language he is transcribing is outdated.  
So he secretly embarks on writing a second 
“copy”, which is in fact a translation... 
In the meantime, Ordjeneb has fallen in love 
with the beautiful linen maid. For his part, 
Asral has been long yearning for Djijnnet,  
a young singer. As to the scribe’s translation, 
the city’s judges soon learn about it and 
condemn it as being subversive. Asral 
discovers that the sacred text had been 
amended, interpolated, and even augmented.  
He informs the people. Life in Sir explodes 
and a civil war ensues.

All the charm of an Eastern tale... 
a scribe in search of truth and  
his boorish servant in search  
of initiation. Together they see  
the decline of a society and hope 
for a better world.

Setting
Antiquity, a country 
reminiscent of Egypt, 
Babylonia…

Contact
Sabine Wespieser Éditeur

Joschi Guitton
jguitton@swediteur.com
+33 (0)6 88 07 81 38
www.swediteur.com

The Cities of The Plain Diane Meur
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On March 2nd, 1953, in the middle of  
the night, Joseph Stalin, the man who ruled  
over Russia as a dictator, suffers a stroke. 
The “Father of Nations” is dying but not  
dead yet… The endless waltz of non-decision 
can begin.
No need to be a specialist in Russian history 
to enjoy this political and historical farce, 
where none of his ministers dares to take  
a decision and there are no doctors left 
capable of saving “the Gardener of Human 
Happiness” (all the best ones were ) killed  
or deported a month before). The story also 
describes the immediate course of events 
after his death everywhere in Russia, from 
the repressed population to the last internal 
battle for succession. 
Drawing on historical fact, Fabien Nury, 
award-winning comics and movie scriptwriter, 
and Thierry Robin, comic book artist and 
specialist of Stalin, together bring us a cruel 
series laced with black humour, a dazzling 
portrait of dictatorship gone mad.

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Setting
Russia, 1953

Find out more
The second and last album 
forthcoming in 2012. 
Movie and TV references:  
The Lives of Others  
(Das Leben der Anderen)  
by Florian Henckel.  

Contact
Dargaud

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dargaud.com

The death of Stalin…  
and the two days that followed:  
a true Soviet history!

The Death of Stalin Fabien Nury & Thierry Robin
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Kiki de Montparnasse, born Alice Prin at  
the beginning of the 20th century, was one  
of the most outstanding figures of Parisian 
artistic life during the interwar years, the 
Roaring Twenties. She was muse and friend 
to numerous artists including Modigliani, 
Duchamp, Desnos, Picasso, Cocteau, Aragon, 
and many surrealists. Designers such  
as Foujita and Man Ray, who later became 
major names of modern art, looked to her  
for inspiration. Catel and José-Louis Boquet 
give a fervent account of this unusual 
existence through the major episodes of her 
hectic life, in an ambitious album which is not 
only a magnificent portrait of a free woman, 
but also a depiction of the era.

Paris and its artists during  
the 1920s, following  
the trail of the woman  
who was their model.
Setting
Paris, Montparnasse, 1920s

Contact
Casterman

Sophie Levie
s.levie@casterman.com
+32 2 209 83 69
www.casterman.com

Kiki de Montparnasse Catel & Boquet
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The Paris Commune seems to be about to 
succeed when Lucien Bel is wounded. When 
he wakes up at the Parisian La Pitié hospital, 
he is told that a bullet went through his 
head. He soon runs away from the hospital, 
as he suspects he’s been told a load of lies  
as to what really happened to him, and  
finds shelter in Montmartre. There, he starts 
looking for Margot, the young woman who 
took him to the hospital, and who certainly 
knows the truth. What did they do to him? 
What are these pieces of metal screwed into 
his skull? Where do all these memories come 
from, that are certainly not his own?

The Paris Commune as seen  
and lived by a young trepanned 
man on a quest for the truth.

Setting
The Paris Commune, 1871

Contact
Denoël

Judith Becqueriaux
judith.becqueriaux@denoel.fr
+33 (0)1 44 39 73 76
www.denoel.fr

Lucien Bel’s Perfect Skull Jean-Philippe Depotte



Saint Petersburg at the end of the  
19th century, in the Tsarist era. Stepan 
Tchakarov, a young composer, is the adopted 
son of a rich baroness. He attends a ballet 
which is expected to make him famous:  
The Booted Cat. He seems to be on the verge 
of being recognized as a great artist but his 
precocious success has attracted the jealousy 
and resentment of his acquaintances, and 
even his own family, who have never really 
accepted him as one of them. In fact there  
is a plot against him, aiming to denounce  
him as a dangerous terrorist and an enemy 
of the Tsar. Hunted by the secret police,  
he must flee, abandon his great love Natalia  
and his Black Earth estate. Adopting several 
disguises, he wanders through Europe but 
cannot find peace until he identifies those 
who despoiled him and returns to Russia  
to take revenge. In the hope that, one day,  
he will be able to win back Black Earth, and 
Natalia’s love.

A Count of Monte Cristo  
in tsarist Russia.
Setting
19th century Russia, Italy

Contact
Flammarion Jeunesse  
– Père Castor

Sophie Levie
s.levie@casterman.com
+32 2 209 83 69
www.flammarion.com

Black Earth Michael Honacker

75 Romance/Romantic sagas
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At the dawn of their love, the author 
suddenly lost his wife after a medical error. 
He loved her passionately. 
Don’t forget I love you is a testimony 
dedicated to all the lovers on earth, showing 
that nothing is over, even when you lose  
the person dearest to you.

A modern times love 
story: a message  
of hope beyond life. 
Setting
Contemporary France

Find out more: 
First novel, initial print-run  
of 10,000 copies. 

Contact
Les Nouveaux Auteurs

Nathalie Carpentier
carpentier@calfrance.fr
+33 (0)6 25 89 25 06
www.lesnouveauxauteurs.com

Don’t Forget I Love You Jérôme-Arnaud Wagner
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Photography is the link between fourteen 
stories about individuals or families in this 
book, which is pervaded by a certain anguish 
from the first page to the last. The author’s 
aim is to capture the world’s beauty and 
humanity with what she calls her “third 
eye”: a small digital camera. The scenes  
often are ordinary, representing day-to-day 
existence. From the child to the old man,  
the city-dweller to the peasant, the retired  
to the tourist, all the characters’ humanity  
is revealed: weaknesses, certainties, 
expectations, hopes. Life reserves its failures 
and doubts but there are also havens of 
peace. 

Setting
Contemporary

Find out more
This book was awarded  
the Prométhée prize.

Contact
Le Rocher

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.editionsdurocher.fr

Fourteen puzzles  
to assemble, fourteen 
questions about life: droll, 
cruel or tender.

In The Shade of Woodlands Annick Demouzon
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Meet Julien Parme, famous lover, adventurer,  
and immortal novelist – or so he thinks.  
At almost fifteen, he identifies more with  
Don Quixote than Casanova or Tolstoy.
Tonight is the party of the year. But Julien 
has been grounded by his mother, and she  
is chatting in the room with her creep of  
a boyfriend. Julien is resigned to missing  
the party when he overhears some shocking 
news: his mother is going to marry the  
creep and they plan to ship Julien off to  
a boot-camp boarding school in the Alps. 
Julien decides the time has come to leave 
home and his childhood behind, to see where 
fate (and his future stepfather’s credit card) 
will take him.  But first he heads for the 
party with his sweetheart, Mathilde. However 
on the way, they run into his first love, 
Madame Thomas, the French teacher.  
And the night has only just begun …

At the age of fourteen, Julien 
Parme is feeling disillusioned. 
Through his struggle for adult 
identity and his love for Mathilde, 
he finds his destiny as a great 
author...

Setting
Contemporary Paris

Find out more:
Movie and TV references:  
A French Catcher in the Rye

Contact
Flammarion

Laure Saget
lsaget@flammarion.fr
+33 (0)1 40 51 29 21
www.flammarion.com

Julien Parme Florian Zeller
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« Il faut être souple si vous voulez espérer un jour devenir danseuse.

Si vous n’êtes pas souple à 6 ans, vous le serez encore moins à 16 ans.

La souplesse et la grâce ne s’apprennent pas.

C’est un don.

Suivante… »

Bastien Vivès

 Code prix : CA57

N001

 ISBN 978-2-203-02613-1

The young Polina Oulinov has a gift for 
dancing. She is selected to join the class  
of Nikita Bojinski, an extremely demanding 
teacher, both dreaded and admired. 
Throughout her training, which lasts for 
several years, Polina has become a young 
woman and developed a complex relationship 
with her mentor, between antagonism and 
submission. She finally leaves him to explore 
new artistic experiences in freedom. Later, 
when she has become an international star, 
the young woman becomes fully aware of  
the debt she owes to her hard yet brilliant 
master.

50,00
0 c

opies
 

sold in French 

A dancer’s life, from  
her childhood to maturity.  
A fascinating account of a 
teacher-pupil relationship.
Setting
Contemporary Europe,  
CIS

Contact
Casterman

Sophie Levie
s.levie@casterman.com
+32 2 209 83 69
www.casterman.com

Polina Bastien Vives

79  Romance/Romantic sagas



80  Romance/Romantic sagas

Damu and Sonu are newly married and 
finding it difficult to survive in Bombay.  
Now in their twenties, they decide to go back 
to their village. There, they are compelled  
to do degrading work because they belong  
to the Mahar caste. But Damu chooses  
to fight; he joins his people’s struggle  
for emancipation, explaining his revolt to his 
wife. Their dialogue is to last a lifetime. He 
has one sole aim: to ensure that his children 
can escape their condition as outcasts. 
This enlightening and moving short story is  
a masterpiece of social history, emancipation 
and liberation.

The account of an untouchable’s 
life in 20th century India.

Setting
India, 1920s - 2000

Contact
Fayard

Carole Saudejaud
csaudejaud@editions-fayard.fr
+33 (0)1 45 49 82 48
www.editions-fayard.fr

Untouchable Narendra Jadhav



81  Romance/Romantic sagas

Amorous desire is imperious, it captivates 
men and women; no one can escape it.  
In spite of “oaths of fidelity” and “eternal 
romance” desire is transient. It does not  
last forever. Sooner or later, change comes. 
This change occurs at around the age  
of 50, when passion is transformed into... 
tenderness, or a simple expression  
of complicity... or hate... or dislike... until  
the end of the couple. The slightest factor  
is enough to change amorous desire:  
a fortuitous encounter, boring routine, a 
sudden realization, and everything is altered. 
The end of love generates comic or tragic 
moments. With humour and lucidity,  
the author describes the transient nature  
of passion.

Setting
Contemporary

Contact
Le Rocher

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.editionsdurocher.fr

Amorous desire is 
imperious, but it changes 
when you turn 50. There  
lie the hazards of passion...  

When Desire Grows Ripe Jacques Aboucaya



2 first albu
ms 

publis
hed  

in En
glish

Everybody knows the naturalist Charles 
Darwin and his controversial work.  
What most people ignore is that Darwin  
is also a spy of Her Majesty Queen Victoria,  
in charge of extraordinary cases… 
For his first secret mission, he has to 
investigate mysterious and violent attacks on 
the Yorkshire Railway site which have been 
attributed to strange creatures: the “Claws”. 
Darwin does not entirely reject this theory. 
Could the motivations be of a personal 
nature? In any case, it appears that science 
has nothing to do with it… 
As the investigation moves forward, Darwin 
gets closer to the truth, partly thanks  
to his elegant young helper, Miss Suzanne 
Dickinson. Yet Darwin is terrorised. Brilliant 
by day, he can no longer control himself  
at night – even the city’s prostitutes find it 
impossible to satisfy his violent and sadistic 
appetite! The monster is now out of control…  
and no one is safe! 
A cunning blend of horror, detection and 
scientific research.

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Charles Darwin: A brilliant theorist? One  
of her Majesty’s spies? A monster hunter?  
Or a monster himself?

Setting
19th century,  
United Kingdom

Find out more
3 albums published.  
Movie and TV references:  
Sherlock Holmes by  
Guy Ritchie, Dr Jekyll &  
Mr Hyde (TV), The Village  
by Night Shyamalan.

Contact
Le Lombard

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.lelombard.com

Darwin’s Diaries Sylvain Runberg & Eduardo Ocana

82 Sci-Fi/Fantasy



83 Sci-Fi/Fantasy

A new life starts for 12 year-old Marion 
when she moves in with her mother in  
the family house they have inherited.  
Located at the seaside, it seems magical:  
a breath-taking view, the beach at the bottom 
of the garden… but behind the heavenly 
appearances lie heavy secrets: a lighthouse 
keeper with a sinister reputation; rocks  
with strange inscriptions testifying to past 
tragedies. According to the old legends 
prevailing on the heath, hell might not be  
so far away… and when the sea spirits get 
angry, the whole village is threatened!
A fantasy that handles issues such as 
absence, death and forgiveness with great 
delicacy. 

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

This moving confrontation 
between mother and daughter  
will appeal to a wide public. 

Setting
Contemporary
France, Brittany

Find out more
Complete series in  
2 albums forthcoming April 
and June 2012. 

Contact
Dupuis

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dupuis.com

The Memory of Water  

Mathieu Reynès & Valérie Vernay



At the age of 20, the author is suffering  
from a major autism (Asperger’s Syndrome). 
However, she can express herself and show 
her feelings in writing. She has penned 
“Symfonia” to breathe life into her imaginary 
friends. This fantastic thriller reveals the 
intensity of the author’s “inner life”. She  
has blended reality and the occult to create  
a dark setting for the main hero, Pacôme,  
a blood-thirsty vampire. One night, he must 
flee from the scene of his crimes. A police 
investigation starts and four characters 
participate in the story: his sister Alice who 
has sadistic instincts; Olympe, a witness  
to the crime who possesses strange powers; 
Joseph, a student and medium who has  
a mental relationship with the vampire,  
and Ange, a male-siren who kills young 
women to transform them into art works.  
The “Symfonia” heroes are caught up in  
a frightening spiral of thrilling events.

A powerful story with 
young heroes fighting 
against the domination  
of evil.
Setting
Contemporary Paris

Contact
Le Rocher

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.editionsdurocher.fr

84 Sci-Fi/Fantasy

Symfonia Manon Toulemont



Helen Declark is a young reporter and 
photographer. She is pretty, unscrupulous, 
blunt and obsessive. She takes pictures  
of murders and accidents in a tacky Texas 
that smells of oil, racism and misery. She  
is sent to New Orleans to follow the trial of 
Claude Eatherly, a 35 year-old local veteran, 
a so-called war hero caught up in a shabby 
swindle. In the court room, one of the 
defendant’s ex-fellow inmates approaches 
Helen and offers her – in exchange for  
$600 and a blow job – a text that Eatherly  
is supposed to have written in jail.  
It is the haunting account of a night flight  
by a 27 year-old pilot, who on August 6th 
1945, inaugurated the nuclear era by giving 
the green light to bomb Hiroshima.  
This is the beginning of a silent, mysterious 
relationship between the young photographer 
and the pilot.

The man who dropped the bomb 
on Hiroshima.

Setting
United States, 1950s-1960s

Find out more
Forthcoming mid 2012.

Contact
Plon

Nathalie Carpentier
carpentier@calfrance.fr
+33 (0)6 25 89 25 06
www.plon.fr

Claude Eatherly’s Last Night  

Marc Duvin-Valois

85 Others



Forty-year-old Syrian Kamal Jann, a business 
lawyer in Manhattan, is full of mysteries.  
His professional success hides a tragedy:  
his uncle, head of the Syrian intelligence 
service, a man both feared and fearful, had 
his parents killed when he was only 12 years 
old; yet it was he who paid for his studies  
in New York.
At the beginning of September, 2010, the CIA 
warns him that his jihadist brother, who 
remained in Syria, is about to commit a 
terrorist attack in Paris. Jann realizes that 
this time, he’ll have to get involved in the 
web of the Western secret services to bring 
down his uncle and the Syrian regime.

The fate of a powerful family  
in a war-torn Middle East.

Setting
Contemporary Syria,  
Lebanon, US

Contact
Albin Michel

Marie Dormann
Marie.DORMANN@
albin-michel.fr
+33 (0)1 42 79 10 00
www.albin-michel.fr

Kamal Jann Dominique Eddé

86 Others



87  Others

In 1927, Virginia Woolf is involved in a 
tormented and passionate affair with Vita 
Sackville-West, an aristocrat and a novelist 
like her. The fascination she felt for Vita, the 
contrast between her bohemian environment 
and the old English nobility, inspired her  
to choose that eccentric and hedonistic 
aristocrat as the subject of her next novel.  
So Orlando, a creature both man and woman,  
was born of the love and frustration, jealousy 
and complicity between two remarkable 
women. The metamorphosis of their love 
relationship became the subject of creative 
writing.

Love, jealousy, 
creative writing...
Setting
England, 1920s

Contact
Albin Michel

Marie Dormann
Marie.DORMANN@
albin-michel.fr
+33 (0)1 42 79 10 00
www.albin-michel.fr

Virginia and Vita Christine Orban



Child-
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and 
Young 
Adults



1900. Between Cape Horn and Antarctica,  
on the route used by the whales to go from 
one ocean to the other. It is so cold that the 
ships run into icebergs and suffer the most 
violent tempests known to man. Esteban,  
a 12-year-old Indian orphan, is about to live 
great adventures by making his dream come 
true: to sail on a whaler, to ride the waves 
and become a harpooner. He soon discovers 
life on board the whaler, the sailors’ 
ruggedness, their solidarity and the austerity 
of this universe… A small, fragile boy and  
a dreamer, he strikes a sharp contrast with 
his wind-beaten companions… but his courage 
and tenacity prevails all the way to Cape 
Horn in a series of adventures. When 
steamships threaten the traditional whalers, 
a merciless fight ensues and ends amid  
the icebergs!
A realistic story, an initiatory tale, a 
suspenseful plot set in magnificent seascapes.

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Setting
At Sea, South America, 1900

Find out more
On-going series  
of 3 albums. 
Movie and TV references: 
Moby Dick by John Huston.  

Contact
Dupuis

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dupuis.com

Esteban Matthieu Bonhomme

Adventure at the tip  
of the harpoon, destiny  
on the horizon...

89 Action/War/Adventure



Transla
ted into 

14 l
anguages

inc. en
glish

In an imaginary country reminiscent  
of Central Europe, teenagers – all of them 
orphans – are locked up in a boarding school 
that seems more like a prison. Four of them, 
Milena, Helen, Milos and Bartolomeo, 
understand that they are the children  
of a generation of men and women who  
were exterminated fifteen years ago by  
the Phalanx, the authoritarian regime that 
now wields power by coercion. They decide  
to escape and take up the fight their parents 
once lost. Fleeing across icy mountains from 
a pack of terrifying dog-men sent to hunt 
them down, only three of the friends make it 
safely to Jahn’s Restaurant, the headquarters  
of a secret resistance movement. There,  
they learn what courage, freedom and love 
mean; discover the astonishing power  
of Milena’s voice and the generous courage 
displayed by the horse people... The battle 
begins, to free a terrified nation from cruel 
oppressors and to save their captured friend.

A poignant and powerful hymn  
to love, freedom and music.

Setting
Mid 20th century,  
an imaginary country

Find out more
Won 20 awards  
(France Télévision 2006, 
Sorcières 2008,  
Incorruptibles 2008...). 
Translated into Catalan,  
Czech, Dutch, English, German, 
Italian, Korean, Japanese, 
Macedonian, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Russian, Spanish 
and Vietnamese.

Contact
Gallimard Jeunesse

Frédérique Massart
frederique.massart@gallimard.fr
+33 (0)1 49 54 42 98
www.gallimard-jeunesse.fr

Winter Song Jean-Claude Mourlevat

90 Action/War/Adventure



Rediscover the mischief of Lanfeust, Cixi  
and C’ian, not forgetting their mates Bastor 
and Staga! Always ready to irritate adults 
and animals alike, they can’t stand washing 
themselves, combing their hair, being polite 
or keeping their mouths shut. But they  
do have fun! Gnomes of Troy is a humor 
series, totally appealing to children who 
identify with all the things they’d love to  
do but would never dare!

Lanfeust’s childhood. 
What if Lanfeust of Troy’s heroes 
were just 7 years old?

Setting
A medieval-looking village

Find out more
One page gags.

Contact
Soleil Productions

Juliette Mathieu
jmathieu@editions-delcourt.fr
+33 (0)1 56 03 92 45
www.soleilprod.com

Gnomes of Troy Arleston & Tarquin

91 Humour



Arnaud is obsessed with his favourite game. 
He perfects his strategy and, on the first day 
of the new school year, he buys a pack of  
his favourite card game, ‘Land of Obscurity’, 
on the way there. To his delight, he gets the 
crystal helmet! But when his friends show  
no interest, a fight erupts. A little later,  
his “deck” is stolen. In just one short day,  
he loses all his bearings. Full of suspenseful 
twists and turns, this story begins with 
Arnaud being weakened by his lack of 
self-confidence and his obsession with his 
game. He becomes a puppet in the hands  
of the King of the Land of Obscurity, the king 
of a virtual game who manipulates him with 
a view to taking real revenge. The gradual 
disclosure of elements set against the king’s 
vendetta guarantees a thrilling tale – but this 
is also a reflection on games and their stakes; 
and the story of Arnaud’s quest to find 
himself.

In the “virtual” hands of the  
King of the Land of Obscurity, 
Arnaud becomes a tool in a plan 
for vengeance.

Setting
Contemporary Europe

Contact
Flammarion Jeunesse  
– Père Castor

Sophie Levie
s.levie@casterman.com
+32 2 209 83 69
www.flammarion.com

The King of the Land of Obscurity  

Olivier Lecrivain

92 Drama/Comedy-drama



The mischievous and adventurous hero 
follows the trail of the enigmatic Sphinx,  
who broke into the Mendôve jewellers.  
With the help of Grandpa, a former spy for 
the British army, Theo will crack the strange 
succession of numbers, letters and signs  
that lead to the diamonds. But the shadow  
of the Sphinx is never far away...
A novel full of suspense that combines the 
discovery of a wide range of cryptography 
techniques and an exciting investigation.
Buoyed by his success, Theo continues  
his investigations in the second volume of  
the series: Theo and the Meteorite Mystery

At the bottom of a rubbish bin,  
in the park, Theo finds a 
mysterious envelope closed with  
a seal stamped with the letter π.

Setting
Contemporary Small French 
town

Contact
Le Pommier

Juliette Thomas
juliette.thomas@editions-
lepommier.fr
+33 (0)1 53 10 24 63
www.editions-lepommier.fr

Theo and The Diamonds Enigma  

Didier Leterq

93 Crime/Thriller/Espionage
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English

Mia, a particularly gifted young art student, 
is painting a world called Doregon that  
she has been imagining for years. When  
she receives the Secret, a special power that 
enables her to go into her paintings so that 
she can enter Doregon in person and be  
a Look-out there, Mia discovers that Doregon 
is the intersection of gates opening onto 
hundreds of other universes imagined in  
the minds of people possessing the power  
of Creation. These worlds could present  
a danger for planet Earth and it is the role  
of the look-outs to detect the newly created 
universes and make sure the gates to the bad 
worlds do not open. But danger does not 
always come from where you think, and Mia 
has to confront an unexpected enemy to save 
Doregon and so, the planet Earth...

A romantic time-travel 
series.
Setting
Contemporary, near future, 
Paris and a new world called 
Doregon

Contact
L’Atalante

Annette Werther-Médou
a.werther-medou@l-atalante.com
+33 (0)2 40 89 14 41
www.l-atalante.com

The Gates to Doregon Carina Rozenfeld

94 Romance



Billy Fog is just like any other kid his age, 
except that he has an extraordinary gift:  
the gift of Trouble Vision. When he takes  
his glasses off, he re-discovers the world: 
dream-like landscapes, ghosts… Indescribably 
magical! This comic is laced with poems,  
a gazetteer and a bestiary of the horrible  
and the fantastic, showing the treasures  
of the universe as dreamt up by Guillaume 
Bianco.

The gift of ‘Trouble Vision’.
Setting
Contemporary, a city, 
imaginary worlds

Find out more
3 graphic novels combining 
strips and illustrations.

Contact
Soleil Productions

Juliette Mathieu
jmathieu@editions-delcourt.fr
+33 (0)1 56 03 92 45
www.soleilprod.com

Billy Fog Guillaume Bianco

95 Sci-Fi/Fantasy



96  Sci-Fi/Fantasy

Publis
hed  

in Germany 

When Nanami, a wandering and starry-eyed 
teenager, joins a troupe called the Theatre of  
the Wind, little does she think that the play 
they are performing will transport her to the 
Invisible Kingdom! Playing the leading role  
of Princess Akata, who tries to get her throne 
back from an evil King, she now has to solve 
problems in both virtual and real life.  
She soon finds out it’s hard to keep up the 
good grades while living through dangerous 
adventures! Torn between two loves, two 
worlds, two lives… she’ll need to pull out  
all the stops if she wants to survive until  
the curtain falls. 
As fiction and reality blend together, 
Nanami’s choices affect both her ordinary 
and her extraordinary life… Could being 
Princess Akata in the Invisible Kingdom 
finally be a help in her real life, or is it just  
a way out? 
An inspirational story by a successful author  
of comic books, mixing everyday teenagers’ 
concerns and worries with fantasy. A strong 
focus on romantic relationships and 
emotions. 

Read the first pages on 
http://mfr.mediatoon.com/en/

Torn between two loves,  
two worlds… on one stage!

Setting
Contemporary, the suburbs  
of the Invisible Kingdom

Find out more
Bronze Medal at  
the Japanese 2008 
International Manga Award. 
Movie and TV references: 
Labyrinth by Jim Henson,  
The NeverEnding Story  
by Wolfgang Petersen,  
The Chronicles of Narnia. 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 
Charmed. 

Contact
Dargaud

Laurent Duvault
laurent.duvault@mediatoon.com
+33 (0)6 08 96 14 61
www.dargaud.com

Nanami Amélie Sarn & Eric Corbeyran & Nauriel



97 Sci-Fi/Fantasy
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With young Legyria in command, the animal 
vessel Esperance travels the byroads of  
the desert, transporting precious cargoes 
from oasis to oasis. One morning, the 
quartermaster, Orso, a former mercenary, 
catches sight of clockwork vultures dancing 
in the sky: the frightening bird-machines are 
about to attack a child survivor wandering in 
the wake of the Esperance. Orso leaps to his 
rescue. Part pirate story, part science fiction, 
“The Quest of the Esperance” series takes  
the reader on a fabulous voyage, with many 
twists and turns, to discover a far-off world 
whose origins will be revealed over the 
course of the three volumes. The Esperance, 
having travelled over sand, will sail the high 
seas and then fly through the air...

Part pirate story, part science 
fiction, Tome 1 of La Quête 
d’espérance series takes the 
reader on a fabulous voyage.

Setting
An unknown planet  
in the future

Contact
L’Atalante

Annette Werther-Médou
a.werther-medou@l-atalante.com
+33 (0)2 40 89 14 41
www.l-atalante.com

Izaïn, Born of the Desert Johan Heliot



98 Sci-Fi/Fantasy

12,000
 copies

 so
ld

Paper
back  

rights so
ld  

to Po
cket, 

forthcoming  

in 2013
 

During the 12th century, the Storytellers, 
prestigious adventurers, travel throughout 
the kingdoms of Europe in search of 
mysteries to solve and stories to narrate. 
They look for the truth hidden behind 
rumours, superstitions and legends. Those 
who are lucky enough to meet them never 
forget the encounter. But those dazzling 
vagabonds are not only looking for 
adventures... they are on the trail of  
a strange book, as old as the world. Some 
even believe that the Devil himself wrote it.

A wonderful novel of initiation that starts in the  
12th century England and takes its hero, Roland,  
on the roads of Europe in the wake of the Storytellers,  
a prestigious and mysterious brotherhood

Setting
12thc, UK, Paris,  
Black Forest in Germany  
and Scandinavia

Find out more
Best Young Adult French Novel 
Elbakin.net prize (2011). 
Listed for the Grand Prix  
de l’Imaginaire. 
Shortlisted for the 
Incorruptibles prize, the Garin 
des Collèges prize, the Chimère 
prize, the Jeunesse des 
Futuriales prize (2011).

Contact
Scrinéo

Béatrice de Leyssac
bdeleyssac@scrineo.fr
+33 (0)1 42 36 01 83
www.scrineo.fr

The Storytellers Oliver Peru & Patrick Mc Spare



Doc-
ument-
ary



New York, 1955: Marilyn Monroe leaves 
Hollywood to escape the Studios’ influence 
and to get rid of her “featherbrained blonde” 
reputation. There, she tries to build a new 
image of herself: she meets the intellectual 
elite, she attends the Actors Studio course. 
And in order to make the public aware that 
Marilyn has made big changes, a popular 
magazine asks a photographer, Ed Feingersh, 
to take photos of the star in New York.  
Both Ed and Marilyn create a new style of 
photo-reportage, more intimate, more relaxed.  
The photographer follows her as she walks 
through the streets, in the subway and  
in Manhattan bars. His camera captures  
a woman without any make-up, almost an 
ordinary passer-by, happy or melancholic, 
proud or lonesome. Just one week! But he 
was the very first photographer to discover 
and show a different Marilyn. A blonde  
in Manhattan is an original book with two 
photo-booklets, 16 pages of black & white 
photos, and 8 pages colour.

Ed Feingersh takes pictures  
of Marilyn in New York: not the 
dumb blonde from Hollywood,  
but a simple, melancholic, lonely 
but majestic woman.

Setting
Contemporary, New York

Contact
Le Serpent à plumes

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.leserpentaplumes.com

A Blonde in Manhattan Adrien Gombeaud

100  documentary



The young Monegasque Pierre Frolla is an 
exceptional sportsman, a passionate deep-sea 
diver. One word sums up his pleasure,  
his passion and his life: apnoea! Journalists 
appreciate his warm and friendly nature as 
well as the enthusiastic, reliable sportsman. 
In a very short time, he has become  
the “number one” of deep-sea diving – 
quadruple world record holder in apnoea.  
His permanent wish is to go back to nature, 
which is why he loves deep-sea diving, 
surrounded by the marine world. Pierre 
Frolla reveals his passion, his life and his 
faith. Born near the coast, he has never left 
the Mediterranean Sea. Pierre loves the sea 
so much that he is entirely absorbed by 
water – “he is the sea” – and seems to be 
able to liquefy within it. Because he wants to 
transmit his “search of the Absolute” to the 
young generations, he has set up a diving 
school. More than an interview, Pierre Frolla 
recounts a fantastic adventure.

An original approach to the sea, a 
different way to go back to nature, 
an insight into human depth.

Setting
Contemporary, at sea

Contact
Le Rocher

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.editionsdurocher.fr

Pirate of the Abyss Pierre Frolla

101  documentary



The Mossad: one of the most powerful  
and ruthless secret services, essential to the 
survival of Israel in a hostile environment. 
This book describes recent secret wars  
with Iran, Hezbollah and Hamas, as well  
as economic and technological aspects  
of secret warfare. It also explains the 
complex relationships between the Mossad 
and the US and European secret services.

An investigation into  
the recent successes  
and failures of the most 
intriguing spy agency.
Setting
1990 - 2012,  
Middle East, Europe, US

Contact
Nouveau Monde Éditions

Yannick Dehée
ydehee@nouveau-monde.net
+33 (0)1 43 54 67 43
www.nouveau-monde.net

Secret Wars of the Mossad Yvonnick Denoël

102  documentary



A surprise success in France’s bestselling  
non-fiction lists in 2010, this irreverent 
investigation reveals how sex is used as  
a mode of corruption and destabilization in 
international big business. A journey through 
Las Vegas’ “hot” business conventions,  
the sex addictions of Washington power 
brokers and traders, Arab businessmen’s 
nightlife in Paris and London... and many 
other tales of intrigue and sexual espionage.

Sex as a powerful tool for 
corruption in the economy: 
an investigation
Setting
1960 -2010, France, US, 
Germany

Contact
Nouveau Monde Éditions

Yannick Dehée
ydehee@nouveau-monde.net
+33 (0)1 43 54 67 43
www.nouveau-monde.net

Sex and Business Yvonnick Denoël

103 documentary



In the seventies, the famous British novelist 
Graham Green and the Kremlin diplomat 
Vladimir Fedorovski often met in the South 
of France. They talked about “the spy-age” 
– the 20th century – and they listed the 
names of spies who had changed the course 
of History. Now a famous writer, Vladimir 
Fedorovski reveals the truth about this 
period, thanks to archives and testimonials. 
And readers become acquainted with  
the mythical figures of Intelligence: Sorge,  
the Cambridge Five, Farwell, Colonel Boris...

20th century: the century of spies 
who changed the course of 
History: Sorge, the Cambridge 
Five, Farwell, Colonel Boris... Putin.

Setting
20th century, Moscow and the 
world

Contact
Le Rocher

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.editionsdurocher.fr

The Spy Novel Vladimir Fedorovski
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A group of French soldiers of fortune,  
who learned their trade with Bob Denard, 
now reveal their secret missions in the 
Balkans, Africa and the Middle East. They 
disclose their involvement in a coup d’état 
ordered by a French President.

Setting
1990 to 2010, Africa,  
Burma, Iraq

Contact
Nouveau Monde Éditions

Yannick Dehée
ydehee@nouveau-monde.net
+33 (0)1 43 54 67 43
www.nouveau-monde.net

The shocking true  
story of today’s soldiers  
of fortune.

Soldiers of Fortune Philippe Lobjois

105 documentary



February 6th 1945: Robert Brasillach,  
a famous journalist and writer, was shot  
for Intelligence with the Enemy. The author 
describes the intellectual positions of this 
scandalous figure who still generates violent 
polemic today. How did Brasillach’s passion 
for literature shift to virulent anti-Semitism? 
The author begins by exploring the writer-
collaborator’s intimate motivations, then 
re-examines the summary justice he received 
and, as Advocate-General, reviews his trial.  
Yet the main question remains: what would 
today’s justice decide? 

Setting
Contemporary France and 
Germany

Contact
Le Rocher

Sabine Larivé
slarive@ddbeditions.com
+33 (0)1 40 46 54 00
www.editionsdurocher.fr

Robert Brasillach, a famous writer, 
was shot in 1945 for “intelligence 
with the enemy”. Was it a case of 
summary justice? Philippe Bilger, 
author and Attorney General, 
reviews the case. 

Twenty Minutes for a Death Sentence 

Philippe Bilger

106  documentary






